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Inner-city students grow as a result of the focused vision of their teacher,
Ryan Sparzak ’00. But they’re not the only ones being changed.
by Sharyn Kopf

Her creative spark is literally paying off as Laura (Coffman) Pryor ’84
watches local students benefit from her unique fundraising effort.
by Mark Kakkuri ’93

A high school band teacher uses his alma mater as a platform to
share Christ with his students.
by Hohna Hartley

An alum shares her heart for diversity and explains why it’s integral
to a Christ-centered education.
by Dr. Kezia (McNeal) Curry ’92
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“It is the supreme art
of the teacher
to awaken joy
in creative expression
and knowledge.”
— Albert Einstein

Cedarville University is a Christ-centered
learning community equipping students for
lifelong leadership and service through an
education marked by excellence and
grounded in biblical truth.

www.cedarville.edu
1-800-cedarville

what’s abuzz

your source for what’s new and exciting at

Cedarville University

While in Vienna, Dara Fraley, a staff
member for the Center for Teaching
and Learning, filmed Dr. Chuck
Clevenger, professor of piano, as he
lectured in the city. The clips were
later integrated into online classes.

Vienna in View
Cedarville may not be able to bring every student to Vienna
to study the fine arts — but through the Center for Teaching and
Learning (CTL), Vienna has come to the students.
This summer, the CTL traveled to Austria with Dr. Chuck
Clevenger, professor of piano. While there, they filmed onsite lectures that were incorporated into the online course
Introduction to the Humanities. As demand increases for
online classes, the CTL is helping the University expand course
offerings and develop creative ways, like the Vienna teaching
clips, to make e-learning more engaging. And as a result, online
enrollment continues to increase.
It is this level of ingenuity and foresight that makes the
CTL so successful. But it doesn’t stop with online coursework.
Dedicated to enhancing the effectiveness and excellence of
Cedarville’s overall teaching environment, the CTL collaborates
with faculty to build innovative instructional solutions.
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“My vision is for the center to become an indispensable part
of the University,” said Donald Humphreys ’89, director of the
CTL. “When professors have a question about how to teach with
technology, design a course, fix an instructional problem, assess
learning outcomes, or improve their courses, I want them to
think of us and say, ‘I know where I can go for help.’”
And there’s certainly no shortage of opportunities. During
the 2008–09 school year, 50 percent of the faculty made use
of teaching and learning seminars as well as instructional design
consulting. “What we do benefits students immensely,” Don said.
“As faculty improve their pedagogy, students are bound to see
a better, more engaging product in the classroom.”
Since its inception in 2006, the CTL has been a sought-after
resource for more than 200 faculty members. The CTL is also
committed to sharing its expertise with University friends and
alumni. Visit www.cedarville.edu/ctl for more information.

what’s abuzz

Excellence in Diplomacy
“My experiences at
Cedarville helped
me intentionally listen
to ideas and take
the time to get to
know people beyond
the policies of
the country they
were representing.”

Many students begin their involvement on Model United Nations (UN) teams in high school, with
their competitions consisting of small events at nearby auditoriums. But the truly exceptional collegiate
teams take it to a whole new level.
This year, Cedarville’s Model UN Team competed at the National Model UN Conference sponsored
by the United Nations in New York City. Led by Dr. Frank Jenista ’68, professor of international studies
and an American diplomat for 25 years, the 12-member team represented Bolivia on 10 committees.
Although 2,500 students from 189 universities on five continents participated, the Cedarville students
earned third place overall, and four team members brought home “Outstanding Delegate” honors.
The National Model UN staff chooses awardees who exhibit consistently strong performances. The
teams must represent their assigned country as accurately and realistically as possible in simulated UN
negotiations. In essence, they become foreign diplomats. This requires extensive preparation in order
to understand complex policy positions on a wide variety of international issues.
“While it is imperative to understand the specific foreign policies of the country we’re representing,”
said Kyle Cayton ’08, an international studies major and team co-captain, “it is equally important to
communicate well in negotiation. My experiences at Cedarville helped me intentionally listen to ideas
and take the time to get to know people beyond the policies of the country they were representing.”
For fellow co-captain and international studies major Clara Gebert ’10, getting to spend a day in the
UN building was a definite highlight. “This was not only a valuable educational experience,” she added,
“but it also broadened my understanding of our world and the great influencing factors that shape it.”

chapel report
Authentic praise. A community gathering. Challenging speakers.
Some things never change. Meet a few of the guests who spoke in chapel during the spring
semester. Listen to archived chapel broadcasts at www.ThePath.fm.
Rodney Maiden (March 10)
Senior Pastor of Providence Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio
www.providencebaptistchurch.org
Mark Irving ’94 (March 12)
Director of Discipleship Ministries at Cedarville University
www.cedarville.edu
Bryan Loritts (March 18)
Lead Pastor of Fellowship Memphis
www.fellowshipmemphis.org
Robert Crummie (March 24–25)
President of Carver Bible College
www.carver.edu

Paige Patterson (March 31)
University Trustee and President of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary
www.swbts.edu
Bobby Hile ’90 (April 1–2)
ABWE Missionary to Durban, South Africa
www.abwe.org
Dave Ambrose ’91 (April 21)
Executive Pastor of Ministries at BridgeWay Community Church,
Fishers, Indiana
www.bridgewaycc.com
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Inspiring Greatness
Cedarville is known for its intentional
Christ-centered focus, rigorous academics,
and balanced commitment to students’
personal and professional success. These
distinctives are captured in the new
University logo, as well as the tagline
“Inspiring Greatness.”
A visual embodiment of several
campus buildings, the logo’s pillar
represents Cedarville’s dedication to
stability and trustworthiness. The three

crosses within the pillar point to the
hope made available through Jesus Christ,
for Whom Cedarville exists. The sun above
the pillar reflects Cedarville’s desire to
be a light to the world. The sun also
speaks of new horizons and students’
exciting futures.
The tagline signifies the University’s
mission to equip students for lifelong
leadership and service. Cedarville
emphasizes that true greatness comes

through humility and results in students
who engage the world for Jesus Christ.
Since greatness does not just “happen,”
the University intentionally seeks to inspire
students toward personal excellence and
professional success.
The new logo and tagline affirm
the traits that make Cedarville what it
is: an institution dedicated to providing a
rigorous education, centered on Christ,
and rooted in His Word.

yellow jacket sports
Honoring Our Athletes of the Year
At the annual honors and appreciation
dinner for Cedarville athletics, three
seniors were named 2008–09 Yellow Jacket
Athletes of the Year: Nicole Santos ’09
(cross country), Trevor Bowman ’09 (golf),
and Daniel Rose ’09 (basketball).
Santos, a nursing major from Parkman,
Maine, led the women’s cross country
team to its third-straight NAIA national
runner-up finish by earning NAIA AllAmerican honors. She repeated as the
AMC champion and was also the NCCAA
champion, leading Cedarville to win both
Athletic Director Dr. Alan Geist ’83 (second from right)
titles. She placed sixth in the All-Ohio
is
pictured with the 2008–09 Yellow Jacket Athletes
Championship in helping the Lady Jackets
of the Year: (left to right) Nicole Santos ’09,
become the first NAIA representative to
Trevor Bowman ’09, and Daniel Rose ’09.
win the meet. An NAIA and NCCAA
Scholar-Athlete, she was the NAIA indoor 5,000-meter champion.
Bowman, a management major from Harpster, Ohio, is the only golfer in Cedarville history
to be named an NAIA All-American. He is also an NCCAA All-American and the University’s
only three-time all-conference player. His 18-hole scoring average of 73.32 is the best in school
history, and his career average of 75.22 rates second. He broke the school’s 54-hole record by
seven shots as medalist at the Lindenwood Invitational. He was also a medalist at the Shawnee
State Invitational.
A management major from Ocho Rios, Jamaica, Rose was selected to the NCCAA
All-America Second Team and the All-AMC First Team. An NAIA All-American honorable
mention, he led the 27-4 Yellow Jackets to as high as a number-one ranking in the country
and an AMC co-championship. Finishing his career with 1,156 career points, he owns all
of Cedarville’s blocked-shot records, for career (287), season (83), and game (11).

4
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Unveiling the
Updated Mascot
Check out the new face of
Cedarville athletics! The
updated design helps to
position Cedarville’s mascot
as a unique entity in the athletic
world. Previously known as a
bee, the mascot now reflects
its proper identity as a yellow
jacket. Be sure to pick up new
Yellow Jacket hats, T-shirts,
sweatshirts, and more at the
University bookstore.
We back the Jackets
all the way!

L O W
Y E L

J A C K E T
S

The renovation process this
summer required 150 bags of
mortar and 25,000 bricks!

August 2
Dr. Bill Brown
Covington, Kentucky

cu on the road

August 23
Dr. Paul Dixon
Knoxville, Tennessee

Maddox Hall Gets a Makeover

12,000 Cedarville women
have called Maddox home
for nearly 45 years.

This summer, Maddox Hall underwent a massive renovation project. Air conditioning, new carpet, and new
windows were added, and the bathrooms were upgraded. A study lounge was built on the second floor, and
the co-ed lounge was moved and now includes a kitchen, large-screen television, and fireplace. The resident
director’s apartment was also gutted and updated.

September 11
Dr. Bill Brown
Orlando, Florida

September 27
Dr. Bill Brown
Bellefontaine, Ohio

October 14
Dr. Carl Ruby ’83
Jackson, Michigan

October 18
HeartSong
Lafayette, Indiana

New Vice President Guides Academics

“The University’s
mission and
vision prompted
me to join this
exceptional
group of Christcentered faculty.”

Cedarville has appointed Dr. Thomas Cornman as the new
vice president for academics. With 27 years of higher education
management experience, Dr. Cornman comes to Cedarville from
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, where he most recently served
as the vice president and dean of the undergraduate school. At
Cedarville, he will be responsible for the University’s teaching
faculty, program development, and degree offerings.
“Cedarville encompasses a strong commitment to the
preeminence of Christ and the authority of Scripture while
providing students with an exceptional educational experience,”
he said. “The University’s mission and vision prompted me to
join this exceptional group of Christ-centered faculty.”
Dr. Cornman holds a Ph.D. from the University of Illinois
at Chicago; an M.A. from Temple University; an M.Div. from
Talbot School of Theology, Biola University; and a B.S. from
Philadelphia College of Bible. He began his career as a church
historian, teaching classes in Bible, theology, Western civilization,
U.S. history, and American church history. His publications include
Caterpillars and New-Fangled Religion and contributions to the
Moody Handbook of Preaching and Foundational Faith. He also
served as general editor for Proclaiming Jesus: Essays on the
Centrality of Christ in the Church.
“We are grateful that God has led Dr. Cornman to share his
experience in Christian higher education with us,” said Dr. Bill
Brown. “He has a talented group of faculty to lead and a highly
motivated student body to teach.”

October 25
East to West
Grand Rapids, Michigan

October 25
Lifeline Players
Saint Johns, Michigan

November 1
HeartSong
Findlay, Ohio

November 1
HeartSong
Mount Vernon, Ohio

November 8
Lifeline Players
Parkersburg, West Virginia

November 8
The Master’s Puppets
Fairborn, Ohio

November 15
HeartSong and OneVoice
Lebanon, Ohio

For more events and information,
visit www.cedarville.edu/reps.
(All dates are subject to change.)

what’s a b u z z

Preparing Critical Thinkers
In February, the first session of the Critical Concern Series featured Gabe Lyons, co-author of UnChristian.
His book addresses society’s negative perception of Christianity and provides insight into how believers can
approach these concerns and engage culture with the heart and mind of Christ. Students had the opportunity to
interact with Gabe and others through panel discussions, evaluative essays by faculty, and online blog conversations.
“Gabe’s research gets right to the heart of what it means to influence culture with the Gospel,” said Dr. Carl
Ruby ’83, vice president for student life.
The newly formed Critical Concern Series is designed to help students develop critical thinking skills and
analyze culture from a biblical perspective. Future sessions will address a variety of contemporary issues in
politics, media, art, science, technology, and ministry.

student stats
Who are this year’s SGA officers?
Stephanie

President
Peter Brandt ’10 | Montclair, Virginia

Chris

Vice President
Clara Gebert ’10 | New Cumberland, Pennsylvania
Lauren

Chaplain
Chris Gehman ’10 | Maytown, Pennsylvania

Cameron

Briana

Treasurer
Brandon Inkrott ’10 | Wooster, Ohio
Secretary
Stephanie Devine ’11 | Marysville, Ohio
Events Director
Paul Smith ’10 | South Charleston, Ohio

Brandon

Rebecca

Amber

Leadership Director
Lauren Sosey ’10 | Medford, Oregon
Student Relations Director
Briana DuPree ’10 | Phoenixville, Pennsylvania
Paul

Student Life Director
Molly Thomas ’10 | Ashburn, Virginia

Clara

Luke

Philanthropy Director
Amber Prince ’10 | Creedmoor, North Carolina
Communications Director
Cameron Reynolds-Flatt ’10 | Belleair Beach, Florida
Website Director
Luke Askew ’11 | Chesapeake, Virginia
Senior Class President
Rebecca Gregg ’10 | Wethersfield, Connecticut

Molly
Peter
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The Student Government Association (SGA) is
the representative assembly of the student body.
The purpose of SGA includes planning Friday chapel
services, supporting a harmonious school atmosphere,
and helping to provide extracurricular activities.

August
14–16

Cedarville is known for its balanced
approach to traditional standards
and cultural relevance.

campus events

Getting Started Weekend

17–20

Fall Bible Conference

September
12

Southern Ohio Bible Bee
Walk ‘n Roll — Joni and Friends

25

No Slippery Slope

CU Friday

October

by Dr. Carl Ruby ’83

I still remember what attracted me to
Cedarville 30 years ago — strong academics
and a balanced approach to student life. I
particularly appreciated the careful distinction
between standards based on biblical mandates
and others that were simply institutional
preferences. I believe that distinction still
attracts students to Cedarville today.
Managing student standards that are based
on biblical mandates is fairly easy because they
are rooted in clear principles from Scripture.
But institutional preferences are a bit trickier,
since they are apt to change with time. The
challenge is that if we change too much we can
unintentionally damage positive aspects of the
Cedarville culture. But if we change too little
or too slowly, we can end up out of touch with
the values and preferences of the churches and
families that send us students. We can’t position
ourselves as a University to attract the previous
generation of students; we need to consider
new ways to communicate our strengths to the
next generation. We will continue to uphold
Cedarville’s distinctives:
• Bible minor for all students
• Daily chapel program
• Opportunities for ministry, missions,
and evangelism
• Biblical approach to standards of conduct
• Intentional emphasis on spiritual vitality
throughout all programs
In addition to a strong academic program, these
elements set Cedarville apart.
This year we carefully considered and then
introduced two student handbook changes that
reflect our intentional approach to student life.
First, we now allow students to wear blue jeans
for class dress. In recent years, they could wear

jeans of other colors, but not “blue” jeans. What
did not change was our emphasis on modesty
and helping students learn about career-related
professional standards of dress.
In considering this change, we looked at
the shifting dress standards in Christian K–12
schools, modifications at sister institutions,
and preferences of current and prospective
students and families. By a 2:1 margin, these
groups preferred a jeans-friendly dress code.
Sixty-seven percent of prospective students
preferred this change, and 32 percent said it
was an important factor in their college choice.
Second, while participation expectations
have not changed, we are changing the way we
ask upperclassmen to report their involvement
in spiritual formation activities, such as
church attendance, ministry involvement,
and Bible studies. Freshmen and sophomores
will continue to fill out a weekly form, but
upperclassmen will report once a semester.
This change corresponds with our philosophy
of moving students toward internalized
motivation to engage in spiritual disciplines.
I hope that as alumni you will appreciate
these modifications. Even more, I hope your
children and grandchildren will appreciate
them. I know change can be unsettling, but
God’s Word keeps us focused on those things
that must not change. I believe when students
view our standards as reasonable, biblical,
and fair, they are more likely to internalize
the values behind them. And that is really
our ultimate goal!
Dr. Carl Ruby ’83 is vice president for student life.
You may contact him at rubyc@cedarville.edu with
any questions.

1–3, 8–10

Fall Play, The Miracle Worker

2

Legacy Banquet

2–3

Homecoming: Picture This!

10

Junior Jam
Social Work Day
Theatre Day

10–11

Cedarville Scholarship
Golf Open

30

CU Friday

November
6

ACSI High School
Leadership Conference

7

Business Day
Science and Math Day

20

CU Friday
For more events and information,
visit www.cedarville.edu/events.
(All dates are subject to change.)

overhe a rd

What was
your favorite
practical joke
at college?
What would your college experience be without a
few pranks? Whether you were the culprit or victim
of these sly stunts, we can all enjoy the humor of
them … that is, now that they’re over!
My friends and I would place a walkie-talkie in various places around Chuck’s
and take the other one to the balcony. As someone reached for a piece of
fruit, we’d say, “Pick me, pick me!” Or if someone was getting ice cream,
we’d say, “It’s cold in here. Get me out.”
PAUL DEKRUYTER ’98, HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

After making a copy of my RA’s car key, I parked his car on the bridge in
front of chapel. Afterward, he was so paranoid that he would lock up the
car battery in his dorm room — until he needed to drive somewhere.
MATT BRAUN ’05, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

My friend and I duct-taped layers of newspaper across the doorframes
of our hall. We enjoyed laughing at the girls’ reactions the next morning!
AMY (WILDER) HARRIS ’98, CENTERVILLE, OHIO

8
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overheard

On a night that funnel clouds were sighted, the Patterson Hall
men posed as campus safety officers and called every suite in
Maddox Hall. We told the women to proceed immediately
to the chapel due to an approaching tornado. Then we
watched more than 60 women, clad in pajamas, sprint to the
chapel and hopelessly search for an unlocked door. The real
campus safety officers finally came and told them the truth.
ROBERT BOLDS ’85, DUBLIN, OHIO

Knowing that Dr. James Phipps ’68 was a staunch Republican,
a friend and I “borrowed” his van and plastered it with
posters that read, “I love Democrats” and “Geraldine
Ferraro for President.” Then we parked his van outside one
of his classes, honked the horn, and ran away. Not to be
outdone, Dr. Phipps mailed me a note during spring semester
of my senior year that said, “You are one credit short of
graduating. Come see me right away.” I frantically hurried
to his house. He greeted me with a grin and said, “Gotcha!”
WENDY (DATZMAN) FAIN ’87, KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

Early in the morning, on the first day of classes, three of
my friends and I — armed with socket wrenches and clad
in dark clothes — sneaked into a lecture hall in the Science
Center. We unbolted half of the chairs and refastened
them to the floor in the opposite direction!
IRV ROLLMAN ’81, HIGHLANDS RANCH, COLORADO

While our suitemate was studying, my roommate and I
removed the hinge pins from his door — then made
enough noise for him to come out in frustration. His door
opened a few inches, came unhinged, and crashed to the
floor. He stood there stunned as we laughed.
CHRIS VITARELLI ’98, JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK

In the middle of
chapel, one of my
friends fell asleep.
Another friend
poked him in the
side and told him
that the speaker
had asked him
to pray. Without
thinking, he stood
up and began
praying. All the
speaker could say
was, “Well, as the
Lord leads.”
CHUCK NEUHAUS ’76,

MEBANE, NORTH CAROLINA

Question for the next issue:

What is your favorite memory from Christmas Open House?
Send your answer to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu.
Selected responses will be printed in the fall/winter issue of Inspire. The alumnus who submits our favorite
answer will receive a Cedarville sweatshirt! Deadline for entries is September 15, 2009.

CEDARVILLE UNIVERSIT Y

9

We back the
Jack
ets
all the wa
y!

y? o
a
s n

w

a iving
y
d
d
g
Wha
u/
d
.e

10

SUM M E R 2 0 0 9

Centuryof Influence
Ninety-five-year-old Geraldine Henry ’41
spent almost 40 years as a teacher … and
she never went to work a day in her life.
At least, that’s the way she tells it. That’s
how much she loved her job.
And that’s just the kind of teachers
the Cedarville University Department of
Education sends out into the world. For
more than 100 years, Cedarville has been
preparing teachers and administrators
for public, private, and Christian schools
— and these stellar graduates have
certainly made an impression.
“Our students have a strong
reputation,” said Dr. Steve Gruber ’74,
chair of the department. “They’re Christlike,
enthusiastic, and competent, which makes
them very attractive to schools.”
Much of their success comes from
attending a university where faculty
members exhibit the same standards
of excellence they expect from students.
Professors integrate biblical principles
and Christian ethics into all the education
courses, preparing students from the
inside out. As Ruth (Hussey) Hess ’67,
instructor of education, explained,
“We’re committed to helping students
refine the abilities and character qualities
that mark a great teacher.”
Another trademark of
Cedarville’s education
program is its emphasis
on practical experience

Scholarships give
our students a
reason to cheer.

ille
v
r
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More Than a

“Instruct a wise man and he
will be wiser still; teach a
righteous man and he will
add to his learning.”

— Proverbs 9:9

and getting students into classrooms early
and often. “From conversations I have
had with students at other colleges,”
said Charity Hancock ’09, an integrated
language arts education major, “I’ve
realized the field experience in Cedarville’s
program has better prepared us for our
future classrooms.”
These opportunities are not limited
to the States, as the department also
offers overseas teaching options. About
10 percent of the education seniors pursue
cross-cultural teaching experiences,
demonstrating the University’s commitment
to preparing teachers for global ministry.
Cedarville’s Master of Education
program builds on this tradition of Christcentered excellence. By offering graduate
students convenient courses taught from
a distinctly Christian perspective, it has
quickly become a sought-after option
for education professionals.
With its academic rigor, top-notch
faculty, and ministry-minded students,
it’s no surprise the education department
continues to garner the respect of schools
and administrators around the world. More
than a century of success is impressive.
But the lives changed by Cedarville’s
education alumni are the true hallmark
of the department — and the influence
continues to spread, one student at a time.
To learn more about the department,
visit www.cedarville.edu/education.
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A new teacher eagerly
embraces the challenge
of inspiring young minds.
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“We can see that we are making a difference.
Our kids are outperforming schools not only
in our district but also at the state level.”
It sounds like a movie plot: A young, white, middle-class teacher stumbles into the heart of Harlem thinking
he’s going to bring knowledge and enlightenment to poor, inner-city children — only to discover he’s the one
who learns something.
But that’s exactly what happened to Ryan Sparzak ’00. In 2005, he was living in Boston, having just finished
his master’s degree in urban education at Wheelock University, when he and his wife, Jessica (Lutz) ’00,
first heard of the Promise Academy in Harlem, New York — and immediately felt God calling them there.
“Various people in our lives were telling us to check out the school,” Ryan said. “So in July I took a
Greyhound bus to New York City to interview for a teaching position.”
With resumé in hand, he met with the school’s principal, Dennis McKesey. The two immediately hit it
off, and Ryan was hired on the spot. At first, he was hesitant to bring up his faith, but Dennis — who is also
a believer — saw something different in the young applicant and asked him about it. Ryan then shared his
belief that God wanted him at Promise Academy.

Finding Focus

Although Ryan was confident in his Harlem calling, it had only been a year since teaching had even
been on his radar. Upon graduating from Cedarville as a preseminary Bible major, his focus was on missions.
He married Jessica a year out of college and then spent a year in Grand Rapids taking missions courses
at Cornerstone University.
As Ryan continued to seek God’s will for his life, a desire to work with kids started to grow. With
encouragement from friends to pursue teaching, he signed up for the year-long program at Wheelock
toward his master’s degree — a step that would eventually lead to the inner-city Promise Academy.
While attending Wheelock’s graduation ceremony in May 2005, Ryan listened as Geoffrey Canada,
the founder of the Academy, gave the commencement address and shared his vision for the school.
The book Whatever It Takes: Geoffrey Canada’s Quest to Change Harlem and America by Paul Tough
tells about Canada’s dream for the Academy — a group of charter schools created in partnership with
Harlem Children’s Zone in an effort to “directly impact the centerpiece of a child’s educational life.” The
first Academy opened in 2004, with two more added since, and already they’ve seen improvement in grades
and test scores. Canada’s vision and the Academy’s success were what first drew Ryan’s interest — and he
was excited to come on board.

Learning the Ropes

When school started that August, Ryan discovered pretty quickly that he had a lot to learn. He laughingly
says he realized he wasn’t too white, but too green. As Whatever It Takes explains, Ryan recognized he had
to be “disabused of a lot of things, including any confidence that he knew what he was doing” as a white
teacher in a predominantly black school. To help with the transition, the Sparzaks decided to move into a
local neighborhood only a few blocks from the school.

12

SUM M E R 2 0 0 9

Ryan started out instructing a first-grade class, then stayed
with the same students through second and third grades. “Initially,
I idealistically thought I would make a huge difference,” he said.
“But not only did I have much to learn about teaching but also
about working with kids in general. It took me a lot of time and
conversations with the principal, other teachers, and my teacher’s
assistant to learn the ropes.”
What he may have lacked in experience Ryan made up for in
enthusiasm to influence his students. And the best way to do that,
he found, was to build relationships with them and their families.
One example is Teron, a third-grade student with whom Ryan
formed an immediate connection. During the next school year,
Teron’s mom called Ryan, explaining that Teron was unmotivated
and not doing well in his classes. Ryan decided to meet one-on-one
with his former student. “It was encouraging to watch him finally
start to make steady progress,” Ryan shared, “and to see his behavior
toward school change dramatically.”
Earning the respect of parents turned out to be one of the
most difficult parts of beginning his teaching career. They put Ryan
through the ringer and expected him to prove himself to them.
They wanted to know he was serious about educating their kids.
But Ryan was up for the challenge. Take Aleyah, for instance,
a hardworking, attentive girl whose mom questioned Ryan’s ability
to work with her daughter, especially in the area of reading. But by
the end of the school year, they had developed a strong relationship
as Aleyah was then reading at a middle school level. “Aleyah still
calls me on all major holidays and before big tests,” Ryan said,
“even to wish my mom a happy Mother’s Day.”
Through the ups and downs of teaching, Ryan had “to realize
that God was already there doing amazing things and He just asked
me to be a part of it.” He also had to learn to be careful in the words
he used and in how he behaved.
“I definitely felt uncertain about coming into an all-black, innercity school,” he said. “But I realized that if I work hard — 12-hour
days plus Saturdays and summers — and want to provide the best
instruction possible, then those barriers can be seen as superficial.
You learn that people are people wherever you go. The parents here
value their kids 100 percent … just like at any other school.”

Spending one-on-one time with his students enables Ryan Sparzak ’00 to build
relationships that extend beyond the classroom.

came on board, he had a chance to be involved from the ground
up. “We all had to hold together,” he said. “We didn’t always know
what we were doing, but by making sure our decisions put children
and families first, we can see that we are making a difference. Our
kids are outperforming schools not only in our district but also at
the state level.”
His teaching experiences in Harlem have encouraged Ryan
to pursue additional education. He eventually hopes to move into a
school leadership role and perhaps earn a Ph.D. in education policy
and leadership.
But until then, he is happily embracing the process of changing
lives — including his own. Sounds like the movie of his life is just
getting started. i
Ryan ’00 and Jessica (Lutz) Sparzak ’00 live and work in Harlem, New York.
Jessica works with the organization Hope for New York as a volunteer coordinator,
and Ryan continues teaching at Promise Academy schools. To learn more about
the Promise Academy and the Harlem Children’s Zone, visit www.hcz.org.
You may contact him at ryansparzak@gmail.com.
Sharyn Kopf enjoys her role as senior writer for the marketing department at
Cedarville. She has worked previously as a newspaper reporter and spent more
than seven years as an award-winning radio writer for Focus on the Family.
You may contact her at skopf@cedarville.edu.

Looking Forward

Through working at the Promise Academy, Ryan has not
only grown as a teacher but has also seen the school develop into
a thriving institution. Since the school was still forming when he
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Not Y our Average
by Mark Kakkuri ’93

Car washes, bake sales, silent auctions —
one alum took a fresh approach to
these typical school fundraisers.
Parents and students might approach
fundraisers with reluctance, even dread. Though
they are often willing to financially support the
school, buying oversized candy bars or yet another
cookbook can be tiresome. But Laura (Coffman)
Pryor ’84 envisioned a different method for raising
money: a school-supported resale store.
As the development officer at Jackson
Christian Schools (JCS) in Jackson, Michigan,
Laura is always looking for innovative ways to
increase funding. Several years ago, she presented
her fundraising plan for an upscale resale store to
JCS administrators. They were very gracious in
listening to her idea — and just as gracious in
turning her down.
In February 2008, her idea was back and
refused to be ignored. First, one of Laura’s
colleagues brought up the concept out of the blue.
Later that day, Laura read a full-page syndicated
newspaper article discussing the success of resale
businesses across the country. And the next day, a
friend called her to donate items for an upcoming
auction at JCS — and also mentioned she was
about to drive an hour away to donate some
household goods.
“When I asked her why she was driving that
far,” said Laura, “she said the store operated to
benefit a school she supported and it was worth
the drive.”
Needless to say, this was all the confirmation
Laura needed to move forward with her idea.
Once again she presented her plan to the school
administrators, and once again they politely
listened. They admitted it was a great proposal,
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but they were concerned about the logistics of
such an enterprise. Overwhelmed by all the
details, they were unsure how the plan could
be conceptualized and executed.
Driving home after her presentation, Laura
took a detour and ended up parked in front of
a storefront she had been eyeing. Staring at the
empty building, Laura started to pray. Her hope
grew as she began sensing God’s willingness to
bring her idea to life at the right time — His time.

Making Changes
Laura and her husband, Tim ’84, are no
strangers to God’s providential work in their
lives. For 14 years, Tim taught at JCS while
Laura worked her way up to vice president of
marketing and public relations for a mid-sized
financial institution in Jackson. Though she liked
the added income, she felt her job demands
strained her role as a mother to their three young
children. In 1991, she sensed the Lord moving
her to change careers.
About the same time, unbeknownst to Tim and
Laura, JCS was planning to create a development
office, and a school administrator soon approached
Laura about the position.“While this was not the
direction I would have considered on my own,”
she said, “God made it clear this was His plan.”
Simultaneous to her starting this new job,
Tim accepted a teaching position at a local public
school. The reason behind these and other life
changes soon became clear. Nine months later,
their son, John, was diagnosed with a rare form
of leukemia. Fortunately, God provided increased

medical coverage through Tim’s new job, and JCS kept Laura’s job
waiting for her by temporarily closing the development office. John
spent six months in the hospital undergoing experimental treatment
and, eventually, a bone marrow transplant.
“Today John is a cancer survivor!” Laura said. “God moved us in
our careers to protect our family. All of the pieces just fell into place.”

Reselling an Idea
Once John was out of danger, Laura could once again pursue
her resale store idea. It seemed perfect for Jackson, a predominantly
blue-collar manufacturing city where 40 percent of the children live
under the federal poverty line.
Laura met with the head of the school, and they prayed together.
Finally, JCS decided to invite a group of donors to the school — men
and women who all operate successful small businesses in the Jackson
community. “Within the first 15 minutes of the meeting,” said Laura,
“the room was nearly bursting with ideas and excitement. It was
obvious this was the time God had ordained for our store to begin.”
God then provided a volunteer husband and wife team to be the
driving force behind Encore! The Resale and More Store. Within a
few months, a location had been selected and renovations started.
Scores of volunteers spent the summer gathering donations and
stocking the store.
Encore! officially opened on August 23, 2008. Staffed with
volunteers who greet patrons with encouraging words, the store
offers items that are carefully sorted to ensure that customers
find quality used merchandise. With its professional layout and
atmosphere, the beautiful facility has received significant attention
from the local media. “The store is a reflection of the excellence
we are called to display for the name of Christ,” said Laura. “And it
even smells great!”
Not only that, the proceeds from Encore! will provide JCS with
nearly $180,000 in financial aid for the 2009–10 school year. Laura
feels that if they had not followed God’s leading, JCS would be in
jeopardy today. “God always goes before us and prepares the way
to care for our needs through times of crisis,” she said.

“When in doubt, throw it out!” is one of the sorting mottoes of the Encore! volunteers.
Donated items that pass the quality inspection immediately go to the sales floor, though
they don’t usually stay there very long. Sometimes items sell within an hour!

Meanwhile, those involved are thankful that they remained patient
and ready to act when God directed. With Jackson almost completely
dependent on the auto industry, their community is in dire straits, and
many families are losing jobs or income at an alarming rate.
“But God is immune to recession,” Laura concluded. “He allows
us to experience hardship, but He does not abandon us. He upholds
us. God is sustaining our school through, of all things, a resale store,
at a time when parents are losing their jobs and our donors do not
have significant funds to give. Amazingly, despite the economic
downturn, Encore! is a success.” i
Laura (Coffman) Pryor ’84 is the director of development for Jackson Christian
Schools in Jackson, Michigan, where she lives with her husband, Tim ’84, and
two of their children. Their oldest son, John ’12, is studying nursing at Cedarville.
You may contact her at lpryor@jacksonchristianschool.org.
Mark Kakkuri ’93, a freelance writer in Oxford, Michigan, blogs at
www.markkakkuri.com. You may contact him at mark@markkakkuri.com.

“God is sustaining our school
through, of all things, a resale store.
... Amazingly, despite the economic
downturn, Encore! is a success.”
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A Journey of Faith
by Mercie Moluche ’12, as told to Sharyn Kopf

As she moved from a village in Kenya
to a college in America, Mercie came
to recognize God’s ever-faithful presence.
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“No matter how difficult my situation, God is
always there for me, and I am never alone.”
Some days it’s hard to believe that I’m in America
and at Cedarville. It’s been a long, difficult journey, but I
know there’s a reason God brought me here.
My story begins in a small village in Kenya, where I
grew up on a farm with many siblings. My mom alone had
eight children, and my dad had two other wives besides her.
In my family, my mother was the only member who
was a Christian. She took me to church and talked to my
younger sister Daisy and me about Jesus. Then, when I was
12, my mom passed away from throat cancer. Still, I kept
going to church even though I didn’t fully know what it
meant to be saved. And God continued working in my life.
Although my village didn’t value education, especially
for girls, I had the opportunity to attend a primary school.
Since I did well on my exams at that level, my dad allowed
me to go to high school in a nearby city. This gave me a
chance to become involved in Christian organizations
and continue going to church. At that point, I began to
understand salvation — that it wasn’t just about going to
church but about giving your life to Christ. And so, when
I was 15 years old, I accepted Jesus as my Savior.

Escaping Tradition

In my village, girls are expected to follow certain
traditions when they turn 13. Most of my peers were
getting married, and female circumcision still happens
in my community — two of my sisters had it done. But I
fought those traditions.
I moved to America during my third year of high
school, escaping from a family that wanted me to leave
school and get married. Fortunately, I have an uncle who
lives in the United States. He helped me get a passport
and even paid for my ticket to Massachusetts. But that’s
not to say that my life was suddenly easier.
Within the first year, I had to learn a new language,
adapt to a different culture, find a church, take SATs,
and use computers. Even the cold weather was an
adjustment for me!
Since my uncle was a truck driver,
he was gone most of the time, and I was
by myself a lot. But again, God provided
the right people in my life at the right
time. At my church, I met a couple,
Rob and Becky Riley, who offered to
be my guardians after they heard my
story. I lived with them for three years.
Meanwhile, I was finishing high
school, which was very difficult for me
because I had to learn a new language.
In Kenya, I knew my tribal language
Mercie Moluche ’12 looks forward to her
second year at Cedarville as she prepares
for the next part of her journey. You may
contact her at mmoluche@cedarville.edu.

and the national language of Swahili. But even though
I had learned to read and speak English, I had trouble
understanding the language when someone else spoke it.
Still, it wasn’t long before I started thinking about
college. I knew I couldn’t afford it, especially as an
international student without access to financial aid.
Recognizing this, the Rileys asked to be my permanent
guardians and took the matter to court. It was a long
process that required my father’s permission. I wrote my
dad a letter — but never heard back. It’s not easy for mail
to get to my village. But miraculously, the courts approved
the guardianship, and then I applied for residency.
Soon after, a friend introduced me to Cedarville.
To be honest, I wasn’t expecting to be accepted, and I
certainly didn’t know how I would pay for it. But when
the University sent me my acceptance letter, I started
asking God to provide a way.

Embracing Grace

As always, God is faithful, and I began attending
Cedarville in the fall of 2008. I started with 13 hours
of classes so I wouldn’t be overwhelmed. For awhile, I
was working 24 hours a week in Dayton, but I was able
to cut my hours in half when I got a custodial job at the
University. It’s exciting how it all turned out! I like my
classes, and I’m doing well.
Recently, Cedarville accepted me into the new
pharmacy program. For as long as I can remember,
I’ve wanted to go into a health field. I chose to doublemajor in biology and prepharmacy, since the field of
pharmacy is something I can take back to Kenya.
If God allows, I’d like to return someday to my home
country to see my family and help the people in my village.
My oldest sister, Helen, has had AIDS for seven years.
With so many diseases in our village, it’s especially hard
for someone with a weak immune system. I worry about
her and call once a week to hear how she’s doing.
I miss home, but I’m praying for
the financial help to stay here since
this is where God wants me. I certainly
never dreamed I’d be doing what I am
doing. It hasn’t been easy, and I’m
stressed a lot. But in the few months
I’ve been at Cedarville I’ve grown so
much. I realize I couldn’t have made
it without Christ’s help. That’s the main
thing I’ve learned from my experiences
— no matter how difficult my situation,
God is always there for me, and I am
never alone. i
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An Instrument of

Ministry
by Hohna Hartley

How do you change the eternal destiny of
high schoolers with tubas and sheet music?
“I always think there’s a band, kid,” said con artist Harold Hill in the classic musical The Music Man.
Whereas Hill’s band was merely a group of ill-equipped kids dressed in fancy uniforms, Gary Rouster ’84
brings high standards and years of experience to his role as band director. But more than that, he sees
music as an instrument for ministry.
Gary teaches music and serves as band director at Hanover-Horton Middle School and High School
in Jackson, Michigan. And the eternal destiny of his students drives everything he does. Beyond helping
them improve their musical skills, Gary models his beliefs and looks for openings to share his faith. As a
public school teacher, though, he has to wait for students to ask him about his faith — and take advantage
of life-changing opportunities as they come his way. And that’s where the annual Music Showcase, hosted
by Cedarville’s department of music, art, and worship, comes into the picture.

Introducing the Gospel

Gary has brought his best music students to the showcase for 12 years now. He sees it as far more than
a recruiting tool for Cedarville or a weekend of high-quality musical performance, but as a chance for young
musicians to encounter the Gospel and experience the unique environment of a Christian university.
“I think the atmosphere on campus is amazing,” said Gary. “I tell the students, ‘You’ll watch kids pray
before they eat. People will say “hi” to you even though they’ve never met you before.’ I think it’s just how
God is working on the campus that makes it such an amazing and open and friendly place.”
Knowing his students will have a one-of-a-kind experience at Cedarville makes Gary that much more
willing to help them get to the weekend event. Like every band, symphony, or choir director interested in
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Do you know a talented high school musician who would benefit
from Cedarville’s annual Music Showcase? Learn more and nominate
students at www.cedarville.edu/musicshowcase.

sending students to the showcase, he submits nominations of students
he considers talented enough to participate. He also expects them
to create a musical resumé of their abilities and accomplishments
to distinguish themselves from the other applicants.
Nominated students and their parents receive a clear letter
of explanation from Gary outlining what the event will entail if
they are chosen to participate — including the fact that students
will be exposed to evangelical Christianity and the Gospel of Jesus
Christ throughout the weekend. Once parents sign their approval
and the nominees are accepted, Gary and his music students are
free to travel to Cedarville to experience the weekend in full.
Gary has no doubt the event is a musical growth opportunity
for his students. The high school band at Hanover-Horton has only
50 members, and the showcase band is twice that size. Furthermore,
students are stretched by learning new and difficult music, following
a different director’s style, and working side-by-side with an
unfamiliar group of musicians.
But Gary also recognizes that the same individuals who provide
quality musical experience throughout the weekend are also
personally interested in the welfare of his students. He knows
the Cedarville faculty and students care about the eternal destiny
of the young people he brings to the event.

Building Rapport

Mike DiCuirci, professor of instrumental music at Cedarville, also
believes in seizing opportunities to introduce students to God. Having
taught at the University for 30 years, he has been a part of the annual
music event since its inception two decades ago. Each year he shares
his testimony with students at the showcase.
“Usually I wait until I’ve built a rapport with the students,”
explained Mike. “Saturday morning is my time to pray with them
and talk to them openly about the Lord.”
As a result of his efforts and those of the other music department
faculty, Mike has seen the participants moved to accept Jesus Christ
as Lord. “Overall, Cedarville exists for the Word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ, so the showcase is a great opportunity for
us to be ambassadors for Christ as these kids come and spend three

days with us,” he said. “Our goal is to make good music, show them
the college, and present the Gospel.”
Mike recognizes that if high school students make spiritual
decisions while they are at Cedarville, much of the follow-up is in
the hands of music directors like Gary. With that in mind, Gary
takes a proactive approach by asking his church members and other
believers to pray for him and his students during the weekend.

Answering Questions

Gary often engages in faith-focused discussions with students
during the four-and-a-half-hour car ride to Cedarville — before
they have even stepped on campus. Because students know
Cedarville is a Christian university, conversations naturally turn
to spiritual topics.
One girl began asking questions during the weekend and then
accepted Jesus Christ as Lord. Other students have chosen to attend
Cedarville after participating in the showcase. Consequently, they’ve
had the opportunity to grow in and be challenged by a Christian
community as part of their college experience.
Even Gary is touched by the spiritual influence of the showcase
as he attends year after year. “My wife notices a difference in me
when I get home at the end of the weekend,” he said. “That’s
definitely an answer to prayer!”
He admits it was the teaching and growth he experienced as
a Cedarville student that defined his own faith and helped him
understand what he believed and why. Now he wants the young
people in his classes to have the chance at a similar experience.
That is why he continues to send students to the Music Showcase,
knowing it provides a way for faith and music to intersect in a manner
that could lead to long-term life-change. “I think we have planted
seeds in all those who have participated,” he said, “and it’s up to
God to draw them to Him.” i

Gary Rouster ’84 and his wife, Carol (Essler) ’84, live in Jackson, Michigan,
with their son, Nathan. You may contact Gary at rouster@comcast.net.
Hohna Hartley is a freelance writer living in Richmond Hill, Georgia.
You may contact her at hohnahartley@yahoo.com.

Gary Rouster ‘84 works with his high
school band students as they perfect their
music pieces. And their diligence certainly
pays off. The 51-member band has even
performed at Walt Disney World!
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Design D
by Dr. Kezia (McNeal) Curry ’92

ive rsity

I recently read Lauren F. Winner’s book Girl Meets God, which describes her journey to
Christianity via her initial conversion to Judaism. To my surprise, she shares how ethnic Jewish
culture and everyday conversations played a significant role in leading her to accept Jesus as the
way, the truth, and the life.
Her remarkable story inspired me to reflect on how culture and conversations have greatly
influenced my own life of faith and world of work. And I was reminded of how my time at
Cedarville helped bring it all together.
As one of the few people of color on campus, culture was a prominent, recurring theme
while I was a Cedarville student. I was the only African-American on my music ministry teams,
on the Student Academic Advisory Board, and in many of my classes and student-teaching
placements … to name just a few examples. Building bridges between my Southern, urban,
African-American roots and the Midwestern, rural, Caucasian way of life at Cedarville required
my constant diligence and focus.
Although challenging at times, being the only minority in most situations was precisely
what God had ordained for me. He used these situations to prepare me for the rest of my life.
At the time, I couldn’t fully embrace the “inconvenience” of cultural relevance. My goal was
to get a quality-stamped liberal arts education, make good friends, and create some fantastic
memories. I felt very strongly about issues of diversity and got involved in many supportive
ways, but I never aspired to be the “spokeswoman for soul.”

Who l Am

My strategic maneuvers not to allow my socio-cultural status to dictate my destiny, however,
led me to a critical understanding: culture is neither an afterthought nor an option in the story
of redemption. Among other things, Cedarville taught me how closely the Christian faith is
connected to Jewish culture. God intentionally called out His chosen people and used them to
bless the whole world through the birth of Jesus. This means that anchoring my faith in Christ
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“Anchoring my
faith in Christ
requires highly
valuing the
cultural context
from which
it comes.”

requires highly valuing the cultural context from
which it comes. I can’t disregard culture and be a
good Christian.
During my years as a student and later as a
college professor, I’ve witnessed the role of higher
education in helping students value culture. As they
become skilled at a craft, they have the opportunity
to learn alongside people from diverse backgrounds
who have different perspectives and experiences.
I must admit that I’m somewhat envious of university
students today whose education includes access to
the world in more ways than mine did.
As society becomes increasingly diverse, a higher
education infused with cultural awareness teaches
students to live within this ever-changing context.
Whether it’s meeting new people, facing unique
challenges, or finding themselves in uncomfortable
situations, our students will have to adapt to a wide
variety of circumstances. Given this context, they
must learn to deal with diversity and change. They
simply don’t have a choice.
Receiving such a culturally aware education
from a biblically centered institution like Cedarville
exponentially increases the number of venues for
good work and sharing the Gospel. Students are
not only prepared to succeed in their lives and
careers, but they also learn to see diversity from
God’s perspective — as an intentional design for
redemption. He intended to make people different
and to call every people group into His Kingdom.
Christ’s blood was shed so that all people could
come together and worship Him as Savior.
From this kind of college experience, students
are better equipped to influence the world. The
skills they gain at Cedarville will help them build
relationships and present the Gospel through the
way they live, work, and communicate.

What l Say

Not only did my Cedarville experience teach me
to value culture, but it also prepared me to interact
and converse with people — skills I continue to put
into practice in my everyday life. As a professor at a
public university, I may not be able to use the Bible
as the core textbook for education courses, but I
can be a phenomenal teacher and conduct skillful
research with integrity. In doing so, my students
and colleagues will listen when I talk about issues
of morality and justice. As I have the opportunity to
converse with them, I find that everyone has a story.
In fact, multiple volumes of their stories, filled with

tragedies and triumphs, are deeply embedded in their
souls, ready to be shared.
It was through real-life, honest conversations at
Cedarville — about topics ranging from why using my
shampoo would not grow an Afro to why many black
conservative evangelicals often vote Democratic —
that I developed authentic relationships with a variety
of people. The fact that most of the students around
me were white and came from similar backgrounds
still guaranteed vast diversity, since even homogenous
groups house individuals who are worlds apart.
Yet, we came together at the place of common
human need. We understood that receiving an
education consistent with biblical truth meant that,
regardless of our chosen disciplines, our ultimate
goal was for people to see Jesus’ love and power in
our lives and turn to Him. As I interacted with my
peers and professors in an academic environment,
I also found myself in spiritual exchanges that helped
me understand how my unique gifts and cultural
context fit into the body of Christ.
Over the years, I’ve learned that the definitions
of “unity” and “diversity” come together perfectly in
the word “university,” even though I realize these
words aren’t actually connected. Diversity can include
variations of background, environment, thought, and
situation. But even though students may come from
different places and perspectives, they can still be
unified around a common goal. At Cedarville, that
goal is to magnify Christ.
Whether or not people realize it, diversity affects
and benefits everyone. Experiencing this at a
university like Cedarville — that rises to the challenge
of bringing all kinds of people together to uphold the
same truth — is a blessed advantage. I am excited
about the progress Cedarville has made in this area.
As for me, I’m making progress, too … and I’m
still learning. i
Dr. Kezia (McNeal) Curry ’92 has taught at the K–12,
undergraduate, and graduate levels, most recently at
Georgia State University. After graduating from Cedarville
with a degree in elementary education, she earned an M.Ed.
from Mercer University in 1996 and a Ph.D. in educational
studies from Emory University in 2004. She recently founded
Global Kaleidoscope, an educational consulting company. As
a Cedarville trustee, she has partnered with the University in
developing Kingdom-focused diversity initiatives. She and
her husband, Randy, live in Hawaii. You may contact her
at globalkscope@gmail.com.

“Students are not
only prepared
to succeed in
their lives and
careers, but they
also learn to
see diversity
from God’s
perspective — as
an intentional
design for
redemption.”
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My First Year in First Grade
Journal excerpts by Sara (Hayes) Nanney ’08

August 22, 2008
Today was one of the best days I have had in the past two weeks. I feel so excited
about how the day went, and I feel like I might actually make it through my first
year of teaching!
August 29, 2008
Today I realized my constant pausing and “regrouping” probably showed the kids that
I didn’t know what I was doing. If I’m not into the lesson, then why should they get
into it? I was frazzled and tired, and I just wanted the end of the day to come.
October 7, 2008
I’ve been struggling to keep up with grading and have lots of questions about how to
do it well. How many papers should I be grading each day? What kinds of assignments
should I be grading? Is this assignment a good assessment of my students’ abilities?
These are decisions, in my school at least, that are left up to the teacher.
December 10, 2008
Today I was reminded, once again, that many of the students I work with have struggles
and heartaches that I never could have imagined as a first-grader. When I started
taking attendance this morning, I noticed that one of my students was no longer on
my roster. I later learned he had to be removed from his home for safety reasons.
My heart breaks for him. I feel sad thinking that Christmas is coming and he won’t be
with his family. I also feel sad that I may not ever see him again.
January 14, 2009
After P.E., our class was walking by a bulletin board, which has a large picture of Martin
Luther King on it. We had been talking about him in our class, so my kids recognized who
he was. As we walked by, one of my girls said, “Mrs. Nanney, don’t you miss Martin Luther
King?” She asked as if MLK and I had been good friends. I had to chuckle at that.
February 24, 2009
Yesterday, Ayana✴ had a wonderful day at school. She was so respectful, had great
behavior, and paid attention well. I told her I was going to call her mom and tell her.
She looked at me with relief and said, “Good! She wants to hear that!” Ayana doesn’t
always have the most positive behavior reports, so I take every opportunity to let
her mom know when things go well. Today, Ayana told me that her mom got my message
and that they had gone to Red Lobster to celebrate. How sweet!
March 16, 2009
In the middle of class, Mya
Tyrell to stop kicking me in
leg. She broke it way back
to that leg as her “broken
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said loudly, “Mrs. Nanney, can you please tell
my broken leg?” She doesn’t actually have a broken
in the summer. Apparently, she will forever refer
leg”!

March 17, 2009
One of my students was lying on the floor in Mrs. Chenault’s room during bus
dismissal, and I said, “I wish you were sitting up like you’re supposed to.”
He replied, “I’m taking a spring break!”
March 24, 2009
This morning as the kids were coming into the room, I was greeting them like I always
do. When Jordan walked in, I said, “Hi,” and he smiled back. Apparently, Marcus didn’t
think that Jordan’s response was good enough. He said to Jordan, “Say ‘hi’ before I
call Obama ... again.” How do you keep a straight face after that one?
April 6, 2009
Last night I prayed for energy and for a good attitude about going back to school
after spring break. I had been dreading it all weekend, and I knew I needed a heart
change. When I woke up the next morning, it was like God changed how I thought about
the remainder of the school year. I was no longer thinking that I have two and a half
months until summer, but that I only have two and a half months to get my kids ready
for second grade. After today, I feel like we’re off to a good start for the rest
of the month. I’m excited to see how much more the kids can grow before it’s time
for them to leave my class.
April 8, 2009
Today my kids were talking about Easter weekend. Our school sent home a flyer today
saying that we would not be getting Friday off and that we’d have school as usual. One
student asked, “Why wouldn’t we come to school Friday?” Shawna answered, “Because
it’s Sweet Friday.”
June 12, 2009
Today was the official last day of my first year of teaching. In a way, I almost don’t
believe I made it! Overall, the first year was not as scary as I thought it would be.
I’ll admit there were times when I felt clueless, helpless, and frustrated, but I never
even got close to wanting to quit. The bright eyes and big smiles on my students’ faces
as they learned to tell time or count money made me not care too much that sometimes
I wanted to pull my hair out. I know that each year I will grow as a teacher and learn
new and better ways to teach the same concepts. I’m looking forward to meeting the
little ones God brings into my life next year, and I hope He can use me to influence
their lives for Him.

In August 2008, Sara (Hayes) Nanney ’08 began teaching first grade at a school in Dayton, Ohio. She kept
a journal to record the special memories, funny conversations, and unforgettable lessons of her first year
as a teacher. She and her husband, Phil ’08, live in Dayton. You may contact her at sara.nanney@gmail.com.
✴Names

have been changed to maintain privacy.
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The Path of Faith
Bobby Hile ’90 spoke in Cedarville’s chapel services on
April 1 and 2. The following comes from his message
on the second day, which focused on Exodus 13–14. The
full message can be heard at www.ThePath.fm/chapel.

Today, the question we’re going to look at
is “God, where are You taking me?” Sometimes
in our Christian experience, we may see the
way forward and know what to do next, but
we still wonder what the end result will be.
Speaking from personal experience, it
can be extremely frustrating when you’re
following someone who doesn’t know where
to go. Often, I feel that way with God. I know
He’s leading me, and I know I’m supposed to
follow Him — but the direction I’m going and
the steps I take to get there don’t make sense.
The Hebrew people in the book of Exodus
felt the same way. God had told Moses that

to stay in Egypt!” Yet they had followed God’s
direction to get there. At this point, there was
nothing they could do except trust Him.
We know, of course, what happened next.
The Hebrew people — all 2.5 million of
them — walked through the Red Sea on dry
ground. Moses then gave the word, and the
water came back down. Looking back, we
know God led them to that exact spot to
give them an opportunity to see His power,
so that they would know, beyond a shadow
of a doubt, that He was God.
We have situations in our lives that feel
like what the Hebrews went through. You
may be facing challenges that are way
beyond your time, talents, or resources.
You might be wondering why God would
bring you to this spot and where He will
take you next. I believe that God always
brings us to a point in our lives where
we have nothing to do except trust Him.
And that is the best place to be.
We’ve heard it said before that faith is not
a feeling. Faith is believing something to be
true even when we can’t feel or experience it.
God is taking us along the path of faith, and
we know He has promised never to leave us or
forsake us. He always gives us the opportunity
to see His power and know that He is God.
At the end of the day, we can’t pat ourselves
on the back and say, “See what I’ve done.”
Instead, we can only say, “Look at what
God has done!”

Earn your M.Ed. from
Cedarville. Register now
for fall 2009!
• Alumni Specials — Take
your first class at half price!
For all other classes, receive
a 25% scholarship.
• Convenient Courses —
Choose four-Saturday
or online hybrid options.
• Contact graduate admissions
for details.
“If you stop growing today, you stop
teaching tomorrow.” — Howard Hendricks

“Faith is believing something
to be true even when we
can’t feel or experience it.”
He would deliver His people, but the process
didn’t go the way they thought it would. First,
Pharaoh refused to let them leave. Then, God
engaged Pharaoh with a series of plagues.
When they finally left Egypt, God took them
on a longer route through the desert, even
though there was a shorter way. After all that,
He told them to turn around and encamp
back where they came from — between two
mountains, in front of the Red Sea, with
Egypt behind them. And right then, they
looked back and saw the Egyptian army
barreling after them.
From a human perspective, it was
absolutely impossible for them to get out
of their situation. With nowhere to go, they
cried out in fear and said, “Moses, what are
you doing? It would have been better for us
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Bobby Hile ’90 serves as a missionary with the
Association of Baptists for World Evangelism.
He and his wife, Sara (Sweetland) ’92, have worked
in Durban, South Africa, since 1994 and have
three children, Abigail, Andrew, and Christopher.
You may contact Bobby at bobbyhile@abwe.cc.

Call 1-888-CEDARVILLE (233-2784) or
visit www.cedarville.edu/graduate for
registration information.
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“Where’s your beanie, freshman?”
For many years, freshmen heard this dreaded phrase during the first week
of school. In keeping with Cedarville tradition, sophomores made them
wear beanies, carry dining hall trays, sport mismatched shoes, and perform
silly stunts as part of the initiation into college life!
CEDARVILLE UNIVERSIT Y
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Touching a Life Forever
by Carol Lee ’96

After 35 years as an elementary teacher, Irma Dodson had a wealth of
wisdom to offer. In 1968, she bypassed a traditional retirement and began
a second career teaching future teachers at Cedarville. Her students
respected her work ethic, rose to her high expectations, and held a deep
affection for the gentle lady who taught them everything she knew.

Throughout her life, Irma
Dodson gave so much of herself
to her students. It is no surprise
that her investment continues
even after her death.

Irma took great pride in observing her students teaching in
the classroom. Her thoughtful and detailed handwritten reports
demonstrated her care for the up to 50 student teachers she
supervised each term. When they struggled, she provided an honest
assessment and practical recommendations to help them succeed.
Her investment in students extended beyond her classroom.
In 1982, she established a scholarship to help education majors
become the best teachers they could be. Although she was not a
woman of exceptional means, Irma developed a plan to accomplish
her financial goals. Her gift annuities with Cedarville provided
income during her lifetime to supplement her teacher’s pension,
and Irma planned for the annuity assets to continue funding her
scholarship after her death.
None of this required a large initial investment. She faithfully
built the scholarship over time with modest cash gifts, even after
she retired in 1983. As a result, the Irma M. Dodson Award now
provides $1,500 each year to an aspiring teacher.
Although she never married or had children of her own, her
mantle was filled with cards and photos from former students whose
lives she touched in a special way. Irma passed away in 2008, but she
leaves behind a legacy of caring influence. Her scholarship reflects
her life and will extend her ministry for years to come.
Carol Lee ’96 is the senior communication specialist for advancement
at Cedarville. You may contact her at carollee@cedarville.edu.

advancing Cedarville

Long after she retired, principals would inquire
about Irma. They knew and respected her. She
was one who made Cedarville what it is today.

— Mary (Pruden) Harrison ’76

Her “teachable moments” were not limited
to her classroom. Her faithful walk with the
Lord was consistently evidenced in her life
as she invested in the lives of others.
— Judy (Erickson) Waddell ’78

Even into her 90s,
she remembered
students who had
graduated 35 or
more years before
and would ask
about them by
name! She always
shared her memories
of Cedarville and
mentioned how
grateful she was
to teach in such
a special place.
She truly loved
her students.
Miss Dodson never
had children of her
own, but she was a

— Jeanne (Risko) Spencer ’69

Recently, I came across some old
college memorabilia. In the box
were my Zaner-Bloser handwriting
papers and Miss Dodson’s required
children’s literature cards. I was
amazed at how many books I read
in my college class that I still use
with my students today.

I remember her gentle manner, quiet patience,
overwhelming energy, and listening ear. Her
lasting tribute is that those she taught have never
forgotten her. Her memory continues to encourage
and inspire generations to serve with excellence.

— Dr. Dwayne Frank ’60, Professor of Education

— Lynn Johnson ’77

Miss Dodson was very kind and encouraging to me, and we
actually corresponded until a year or so before her death.
Her children’s literature course was my favorite education
class and inspired me to become a librarian.

remembering irma dodson

mother to many.
— Robert Pereira ’69

To read more memories of Irma, visit www.cedarville.edu/advancement.

I was shocked when I got the e-mail saying I had received
the Irma M. Dodson Award. I read it several times to be
sure it was real! This award didn’t just boost my confidence:
it showed me that God really provides for my needs and
wants me to be at Cedarville.
I want to be the kind of teacher who gets to know students
on a personal level. If you ask them about their lives and
their family, they know you care. I do care, and I want my
students to enjoy school and succeed.

Read more of Katie’s story at
www.cedarville.edu/advancement.
If you would like to contribute to
the Irma M. Dodson Award or learn
of other giving opportunities, visit
www.cedarville.edu/giving or call
1-800-766-1115.

— Katie Didik ’10
Early Childhood Education
Portersville, Pennsylvania
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I am truly thankful for all the people God has brought
into my life to help me in my education process.”

“

Have you ever thought about all the individuals who
have contributed to your education? At my Cedarville
commencement ceremony in 1987, Dr. Dixon challenged
the graduates to identify a few of the people who influenced
us and to send them a short note of thanks.
I started writing a list, and it hasn’t stopped growing since.
In elementary school, there was Mrs. Hannah, my third
grade teacher … Mrs. Smith in sixth grade … Mr. Kinnaird for
junior high social studies … Mrs. Riblet, my high school choir
teacher and perhaps my favorite teacher ever. Each of them —
and many others — made a difference in my life.
When I came to Cedarville, Dr. Murdoch made U.S. history
come alive and taught me how to really study. But I think it
was Dr. Monroe who made me study — I had to, just to keep
up! And of course, Dr. Dixon taught me so much in chapel,
including, “Everything should have quality stamped all over it!”
Cedarville staff members Kevin Smith and Jim Cato ’83
also played an integral part in my education. While I was a
student, Kevin taught me life lessons outside the classroom.
And Jim continues to challenge and motivate me.
Yes, education includes many people, but it also takes time.
When the attitudes and behaviors of some of our underclassmen
frustrate me, I have to remember they aren’t “done” with their
Cedarville experience yet. When I watch our seniors walk across
the platform to accept their diplomas, I think back to what they
were like as freshmen and marvel at how God has worked in
their lives!
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As it was when I was a student, the education process at
Cedarville is a great one. It prepares our grads to go out and
continue their education as they live lives of leadership and
service. This issue of Inspire highlights several stories of
alumni who are doing just that.
Take Ryan Sparzak ’00, for instance, whom I remember
as a student. God is now using him to teach in inner-city
New York and giving him awesome opportunities to share
the Gospel with students and parents.
Dr. Kezia (McNeal) Curry ’92 is another great example.
As an education major, she wanted to influence the lives of
children in the classroom. Now she has become an expert in
sharing God’s design for diversity.
Gary Rouster ’84 and Laura (Coffman) Pryor ’84 were
both upperclassmen when I was a student. Like they did in
my life, they continue to influence people through their
involvement in their local schools and communities.
I am truly thankful for all the people God has brought
into my life to help me in my education process. If you have
never taken the time to thank some of your teachers, I trust
this issue of Inspire will encourage you to do that.

Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations

alumnotes

chapter focus — columbus and miami valley
Keep the coffee coming! On the mornings
of May 19, 27, 28, and 29, alumni from Ohio
gathered in Springfield, Dayton, Columbus,
and Beavercreek to network with one another.
Locations included Chick-fil-A and Panera Bread.
Guests enjoyed fellowshipping and making
connections, and coffee was provided by the
alumni relations office. A few Cedarville staff
members made it to some of the events,
including Jeff Beste ’87, director of alumni
relations; Lew Gibbs, director of career services;
Jeff Reep ’78, associate director of career services;
Dick Walker ’74, dean for community and family
programs; and Dr. Ron Walker, professor of
management science. Guests entered drawings to
win alumni sweatshirts, gift cards, and other prizes.
To learn more about alumni chapters and to see if there is one in your area, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/chapters. If you would
like to participate, please e-mail Michelle (Rigel) McCune ’04, assistant director of alumni relations, at mmccune@cedarville.edu.

1960s

Joan (Bryant) Hulsey ’64 has enjoyed
her clown career for 30 years. In January,
at the Summit Artspace Gallery, she was
awarded a People’s Choice Award for the
clown portrait “Bo-Jo the Clown,” an oil
painting by her cousin Dale Warren. Joan
also enjoys teaching makeup classes to
beginners at Ohio Clown College.

1970s

Dave ’64 and Pat (Schonscheck) Warren ’63
and their family ministered together at Gitche
Gumee Bible Camp in Eagle River, Michigan,
in August 2008. Each family is identified by
color: (white) Dave and Pat; (black) Ed ’85 and
Janice (Warren) Supplee ’86 with Benjamin;
(yellow) Steve and Cheryl (Warren) Brugel ’90
with Elli, Matthew, and Lia; (orange) David ’93
and Michelle (Ferrigno) Warren ’93 with
Sydney, Alec, and William; (red) Mark ’98
and Darcie (Blakemore) Warren ’99 with
Noah and Molly.

Dan Bergen ’74 played a plastic surgeon as
an extra in the TNT movie Gifted Hands: The
Ben Carson Story, with Cuba Gooding, Jr. He
and his wife, Janice, live in Warren, Michigan.

Craig Williford ’75 was recently named the
president of Trinity International University
in Deerfield, Illinois.
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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March 7 — South Central Pennsylvania
Chapter Event

A group of alumni joined forces with Global Aid
Network to host a service project. The group had
fun making a difference and eating lunch together.

Thomas McDonald ’76 has been named
professor of theology and acting chair of
the board of North American Aboriginal
Bible College in Scugog, Ontario. He is
also president of the Great Peace Native
Fellowship of Canada and the United States,
as well as founding pastor of the Church
of the Great Peace Native Fellowship
in Findlay, Ohio. This church is the first
indigenous Native North American church
in Ohio since 1843 and currently the only
one in Ohio.

Robert Bowman ’88 and Bryan Schroll ’89
recently formed the Law Offices of Schroll
& Bowman in Voorhees, New Jersey. It is
a general practice firm that seeks to serve
brothers and sisters in Christ and uphold
the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ. Their wives, Susan (Dean) Bowman ’87
and Sandy (Gilbert) Schroll ’89, enjoyed
helping to launch the practice.

1990s

Leslie (Leyland) Fields ’79 recently released
her new book Parenting Is Your Highest
Calling: And Eight Other Myths That Trap
Us in Worry and Guilt. The book takes readers
through a study of parenting myths from
culture and the church that are popular but
far from biblical.
March 28 — Canton, Ohio

Ninety alumni and other guests gathered at First
Christian Church for dinner and to hear a campus
update from Dr. Bill Brown.

April 15 — Colorado Chapter Event

Wind Crest in Highlands Ranch, Colorado, was
a great venue to host an event. Dr. Bill Brown
answered questions, and the 70 guests enjoyed
great food and fellowship.
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1980s
Kari (Clark) Teachout ’91 and her husband,
Randy, announce the birth of Kaitlyn Rose on
April 26, 2008. She joins her siblings, Kora (5)
and Kaleb (3), in Kokomo, Indiana. Kari enjoys
being at home, and Randy is a contractor.

Joyce Corathers ’80 and Michael Johnson
were married in Franklin, Tennessee, on
November 29, 2008. They now reside in
Golden, Mississippi.

Eric Sorensen ’93 and Wendy Moore were
married on September 15, 2007, in Omaha,
Nebraska. Eric is a vice president with AgriBusiness Insurance Services, and Wendy is
a registered nurse with Healthways. They
reside in Urbandale, Iowa.

alumnotes

Brenda Woods ’93 and Kevin Phillips were
married on March 29, 2008, in New York City.
They now reside in East Lynn, Illinois, where
Kevin is a pastor. After 15 years of teaching,
Brenda is a homemaker and involved in her
husband’s ministry.

Aaron ’94 and Heidi (Sorensen) Hiebert ’97
announce the birth of Samuel Aaron on
December 27, 2008. Samuel was welcomed
home by big sister Alexis (2). Aaron is an
officer with the police department of Kansas
City, and Heidi stays home with the kids.

Stephanie (Hunsaker) Poulson ’94 and her
husband, Jeff, announce the births of Addie
Elise on October 5, 2006, and Davan Timothy
on March 14, 2008. They were welcomed
home by big brothers Caleb and Brennan
in Huber Heights, Ohio. Jeff is the chef at
a Brazilian restaurant, and Stephanie stays
home with the kids and teaches piano lessons.

Derran Reebel ’94 and his wife, Jessica,
announce the birth of Gavin Lee on March 30,
2009. They reside in Toledo, Ohio.

Bon Voyage!

Scott ’95 and Christine (Fischbacher)
Hayden ’93 announce the birth of
Susanna Ruth on November 4, 2008. She
joins her sisters, Krista (7), Alizabeth (5), and
Clarisse (3). Scott and Christine minister at the
International Community School in Bangkok,
Thailand, where they have lived for 11 years.

Jen (Ferris) Larson ’97 and her husband,
Mike, announce the birth of Rebekka Elaine
on June 2, 2008. Her siblings, Eric (7), Alec (4),
and Annika (2), welcomed her home. Jen
homeschools the kids and works one day
a week as a postpartum registered nurse.

Join the Friends

for Life Cruise on
February 11-15, 2010.

Connect with alumni and friends on a four-night cruise to Cozumel, Mexico.
Rooms start at only $479 per person.
Early Bird Registration: $20 discount per cabin on all deposits* made by August 8, 2009
Final Registration: $200 deposits* received by December 12, 2009
*Deposit is $200 per cabin and fully refundable through December 12, 2009.

Check out our

website to see

who’s coming!

1-800-837-2566
www.cedarville.edu/alumni
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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May 9 — Cleveland Chapter Event

The rain and cold couldn’t keep 100 alumni and
friends from cheering on the Cleveland Indians!
Even though the Indians lost, a great time was
had by all.

Megan (McMacken) Rock ’97 and her
husband, John, announce the birth of
Gemma Sophia on February 12, 2009.
Gemma joins siblings Sela (5) and Evan (3)
in Chesterfield, Michigan. Megan stays home
with the children, and John is in full-time
ministry to nursing home and adult foster
care residents through The Sharing Org.

May 31 — Greenville Chapter Event

Monkey Joe’s was a perfect location for kids
and adults alike to fellowship, play games,
and enjoy pizza while reminiscing about
their Cedarville memories.

David Staedtler ’97 and Angela Hartman ’94
were married on March 15, 2008, in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. As of this August, they serve
in the Czech Republic with TEAM Ministries.
Previously, Angie was a nurse practitioner,
and Dave worked with an inner-city ministry.

Samantha (Polgardy) Mulder ’98 and
her husband, Matt, announce the birth of
Fiona Jane. Big brother Ethan Frederick (3)
welcomed her home on October 25, 2008.
Matt is a chemist in a drug discovery lab
at Vanderbilt University, and Sam serves on
the nurse-midwifery faculty at Vanderbilt.

Aaron ’98 and Jo (Stankiewicz) Pettersen ’99
announce the birth of Sara Jo on April 17,
2008. She was welcomed home by her
brother, Isaac (2), in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Aaron works at Northwest Financial Services,
and Jo stays home and homeschools the kids.

Kirk LeBlanc ’98 has been placed on the
2009 Indiana Rising Stars listing in the Indiana
Super Lawyers magazine. Only 5 percent
of the 15,000 lawyers in the state are included
on this list. Kirk is a civil litigation defense
attorney for Norris, Choplin, & Schroeder
in Indianapolis.
June 12 — Nashville Chapter Event

Who doesn’t enjoy a night at the ballpark? Alumni
had a memorable time at Faith Night with the
Nashville Sounds. The pre-game concert by Revive
and fireworks after the game added to the fun!
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Elizabeth (Barker) Philpott ’98 and her
husband, Neil, announce the birth of
John Clark on August 2, 2008. Their daughter,
Mary (5), is thankful for the brother she prayed
years for God to provide. They reside near
Atlanta, Georgia, and enjoy homeschooling.

alumnotes
Alumni Scholarships Support Students

Each spring Cedarville sets aside a chapel service to honor
outstanding student achievement. During the 2009 Honors Day
ceremony, the University recognized students for their academic
excellence and leadership. Honorees received awards and
scholarships based on their fields of study and future pursuits.
Awards are provided by generous friends who are committed
to Cedarville’s mission.
Alumni are among those who fund two of these annual
scholarships: the John W. Bickett Heritage Scholarship and the
Alumni Scholarship. Six students received the John W. Bickett
Heritage Scholarship, established in 1982 by the Heritage Alumni
of Cedarville College. This scholarship is given to upperclassmen
preparing for pastoral or missionary service and planning to further
their education in seminary or language studies. The Alumni
Scholarship, established by the Alumni Council, was given to 15
students. For this scholarship, each academic department selects
one student who is deemed most deserving of academic recognition.

John W. Bickett Heritage Scholarship
Left to right: Joseph Veres ’11, Stacey Bernard ’10, Ryan Chaney ’10
Not pictured: Amy Goldman ’10, Ethan Rector ’11, Adam Shank ’10
Alumni Scholarship
Left to right, front row: Rachel York ’10 (communication arts), Cristina Hatch ’10
(science and mathematics), Valerie Blackstone ’10 (education), Bradley Colas ’10
(social work, criminal justice, and sociology)
Middle row: Rebekah Goodwin ’11 (biblical studies), Kyle Hess ’10 (ministry and
mission), Justin Duff ’10 (psychology)
Back row: Brandon Inkrott ’10 (business administration), Clara Gebert ’10 (history
and government), Craig Hefner ’10 (theology and philosophy)
Not pictured: Courtney Lounds ’10 (nursing), Kristen Recupero ’10 (language and
literature), Brandon Salsbury ’10 (exercise and sport science), Kristin Troyer ’12
(music, art, and worship), Noah Van Zandt ’10 (engineering and computer science)

Joseph ’98 and Melody (Curtis) Whinnery ’94
announce the birth of Poiema Joy on
February 4, 2009. Poiema was welcomed
home by her big brothers, Nathan (5) and
Joah (3). They reside in Marysville, Ohio,
where Joseph works as an engineer at Honda
Research and Development. Melody enjoys
staying home with the children.

Joseph ’99 and Valerie (Smith) Beyer ’99
announce the birth of Ashley Nicole on
August 5, 2008. She joins her sister, Lauryn (4).

If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.

Brian ’99 and Cara (Harju) Gault ’98
announce the birth of Charissa Noël on
December 11, 2008. Brian received his
master’s degree in Old Testament studies
from Dallas Theological Seminary in 2005
and is now pursuing his doctorate at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.
Cara is the executive director of Mercy
Maternity Home in Erlanger, Kentucky.
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2000s
Mark Boys ’00 started a program at Elim
Christian Services for autistic adults in June
2008. The project is garnering attention
throughout the Chicago area because of
the growing interest in autism.

June 12 — Seattle Chapter Event

Alumni gathered at First Baptist Church in
Bellevue, Washington, for a picnic dinner.
Margaret (Stowell) Wheeler ’64, assistant professor
of communication arts, and Drew Flamm ’05,
director of the Cedarville Fund, were there to
interact with the guests.

Jerred ’01 and Darcy (Fivek) Davis ’02
announce the birth of Sophia on October 16,
2007. Jerred is an engineer at Rittal Corp.,
and Darcy stays at home in Xenia, Ohio.
Emma Chmura ’00 received a master’s
degree from the Graduate Institute of
Applied Linguistics in 2006. After several
years of teaching, she is preparing to serve
with a language development ministry in
southern Asia.

Shawn (Stephens) Hansen ’01 and her
husband, Dave, announce the adoption
of Alexander Bradley, who was born on
September 7, 2008. Dave is a lieutenant
colonel in the Air Force, and Shawn enjoys
staying at home in Arlington, Virginia.

June 17 — Graduate Program
Campus Event

At the first-ever graduate school alumni event,
Dr. Brown met with current students, Cedarville
professors, and several alumni. Following lunch,
HeartSong provided a meaningful time of worship.

alumni enews
Staying connected to your alma mater is an
important step in making the most of your
Cedarville experience!
To help you do that, we offer a free alumni newsletter,
sent to your e-mail account every month. Quick and
easy to read, Alumni eNews is a great way to find out
what’s happening at Cedarville, learn about upcoming
events, and see what other alumni are doing around
the world.
To subscribe to the newsletter and read any past
editions you missed, visit www.cedarville.edu/enews.
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Brandon ’00 and Pam (Huls) Luke ’00
announce the birth of Sadie May on
March 16, 2008. Sadie joins big sisters
Analise (5) and Maisie (2). The family resides
in Kearney, Nebraska.

Jennifer (Elliott) Hostetler ’01 and her
husband, Greg, announce the birth of Emily
Nicole on June 4, 2008. Jennifer enjoys caring
for Emily at home, and Greg is a research
chemist. They reside in Newark, Delaware.

alumnotes

Tim ’01 and Amanda (Pilgrim) Priano ’00
announce the birth of Erika Lynn on March 3,
2009. She was welcomed home by siblings
Rebekah (4), Joey (4), and Ryan (2). Tim works
for an online school and as the organist for
the Pittsburgh Penguins. Amanda works part
time for an architect and spends the rest of
her time at home with the kids.

Dan ’01 and LaChelle (Peters) Rickett ’01
announce the birth of Melody Grace. She was
born on September 17, 2008, and joined her
sisters, Aubrie (4) and Kelsie (2), at home in
Ashland, Ohio. Dan is pursuing his master’s
degree in biblical studies at Ashland
Theological Seminary.

Brian ’01 and Bethany (Walden) Sampsel ’02
announce the birth of Christine Lynn on
September 20, 2008. They live in Atlanta,
Georgia, and both work for Dunnhumby,
where Brian is an analyst and Bethany is
a part-time office manager.

Lauren Bizzoco ’02 and Jason Migdon
were married on March 29, 2008. Lauren
is an employment counselor for Barbara
Davis Employment Services, and Jason is
a marketing manager for NIP. They live
in Laurence Harbor, New Jersey.

Matt ’01 and Krista (Morris) Snyder ’01
reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado, where
Matt teaches engineering at the United
States Air Force Academy. Krista enjoys
staying home with their girls, Leah (3) and
Rebekah (1). They are both involved with
The Navigators ministry at the Academy.

Ben ’02 and Danielle (Marzano) DeLong ’02
moved to Toledo, Ohio, after Danielle was
hired as a psychologist. Ben leads worship at
CrossPoint Community Church, is a full-time
dad, and teaches music lessons. The couple
is still celebrating the birth of their son,
Caleb Benjamin, on September 25, 2008.
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Changing Lives With “Lost” Music

During the 1973–74 school year, six Cedarville students united to form the original music group Selah (not to be confused
with the contemporary trio of the same name): Rod Robison ’75, vocals; Steve Millikan ’74, keyboards and vocals; Ray Moore ’76,
drums; Rick Swineford ’76, bass guitar; Debbie (Banks) Donough ’75, vocals; and Cindy (Banks) Jones ’77, vocals.
At the end of the school year, Selah decided to tour during the summer. Though Debbie and Cindy left the group at that
time, the remaining members began a recording and touring adventure. Over the next five years, Selah recorded two albums
with Zondervan; sang at large music festivals alongside Petra, Glad, Andrae Crouch, and Phil Keaggy; and had their song
“Fat Baby” included on Amy Grant’s Grammy and Dove award-winning album Age to Age. But in 1979, Selah came to an
end, and several of their final recording sessions were “lost” — that is, until Rod decided to compile a limited-edition 30th
anniversary CD. Now Selah 70s: The Lost Sessions is available to the public.
“We wanted to preserve the music for our kids and grandkids and share it with people who may be interested in early
contemporary Christian music,” said Rod. More importantly, the CD helps raise funds for Last Bell Ministries, an organization
that works with orphans in the Ukraine. Statistics show that 70 percent of Ukrainian orphan boys end up on the street or in
prison, 60 percent of the girls turn to prostitution, and 10 percent commit suicide before reaching age 18. Last Bell is one
of the few organizations reaching out to these orphans.
The new album is not available for purchase, but everyone who financially contributes to Last Bell will receive the
CD free of charge. For more information, visit www.Selah70s.com. You may contact Rod at rod@mentallusions.com.
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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upcoming events
August 28
Boston, Massachusetts | Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown

Rubie Sue Maybury ’02 is a second-year
general surgery resident at Georgetown
University Hospital. She recently received the
Sommer Scholars Award to complete her
master’s degree at Johns Hopkins University.

Shaun Swingle ’02 graduated in June 2009
from Indiana Wesleyan University with his
Master of Business Administration degree.

September 5
Indianapolis, Indiana | Chapter Event
September 12
Houston, Texas | Chapter Event
October 17
Columbus, Ohio | Chapter Event
February 4
Phoenix, Arizona | Event with Dr. Bill Brown
February 10
Tampa, Florida | Regional Event with Dr. Bill Brown
February 11–15
Friends for Life Cruise
March 20
Honolulu, Hawaii | Regional Event
For more events, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumnievents.
(All event information is subject to change.)

Jonathan ’02 and Amber (Durbin) Purdy ’02
announce the birth of Quintin Scott. He was
born on June 25, 2008, and welcomed home
by Ian (4) and Peyton (2). They reside in
Woodstock, Ohio, where Jonathan works on
the family farm and Amber stays at home.

Jennifer (Case) Thompson ’02 and her
husband, Tyler, announce the birth of Rebekah
Kathleen on February 3, 2009. She was
welcomed home by big brother Zachary (2).
They reside in Clayton, North Carolina.

photo contest

This unique photo of Jeff ’97 and Angela (Boyce)
Saunders ’97 and their children at the Giraffe Center
in Nairobi made them the overall winner this year!

Joshua Radcliffe ’02 and Emily McQuinn ’02
were married on November 22, 2008, in
Highlands Ranch, Colorado. They live in
Dayton, Ohio.

Kim (Leverson) Toven ’02 and her husband,
Todd, announce the birth of Aaron Anthony
on March 12, 2009. He was welcomed home
by big sister Hannah (2). Todd loves being a
stay-at-home dad, and Kim works for a closed
captioning company near Denver, Colorado.

The spring 2010 issue will feature winners of the
annual “Where in the World Is Cedarville?” photo
contest. While you’re enjoying a vacation or gathering
with friends and family, wear a Cedarville shirt or
jacket and take a photo. Winners will receive $50
gift certificates. Submission deadline is February 1.
For more information, visit www.cedarville.edu/witw.

posts and tweets
If you’re a Facebook enthusiast, search for “Cedarville
University Alumni Association” to connect with old
classmates and meet new friends. Don’t forget to
check out all the upcoming events and browse photos
from past ones. Become a fan today!
Want to stay even more current? Search for
“CVilleAlumni” on Twitter. Start following now
and enjoy updates from alumni relations.
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Charles Steitler ’02 and Esther Schroth were
married on July 22, 2006, in Rothenburg ob
der Tauber, Germany. Charles is earning his
master’s degree at the University of Würzburg,
and Esther works as an occupational therapist.

Anna (Farwell) Tipton ’03 and her husband,
Mark, announce the birth of Jasmine Marie on
September 5, 2008. They live in Big Timber,
Montana, where Anna is a stay-at-home mom
and Mark is an attorney.

Alums Welcomed to Administrative Council

Phil Grafton ’89 (left) has been appointed as vice president for
finance, and Rod Johnson ’86 (right) has been appointed as vice
president for operations.

Emily (Richards) Goodbar ’04 and her
husband, Jeff, announce the birth of
Calvin Graham on July 5, 2008. Jeff is
an agricultural sales representative.
After teaching kindergarten for several
years, Emily now stays at home with
Calvin. They live in Springfield, Ohio.

alumnotes

From college students to staff members, Rod Johnson ’86 and
Phil Grafton ’89 have dedicated a significant amount of their time and
energy at Cedarville. In June, they both began the next phase of their
service by being appointed to the University’s administrative council, Rod
as vice president for operations and Phil as vice president for finance.
Rod has served at Cedarville for nine years. He earned a B.A. in
accounting and a B.S. in computer information systems from Cedarville
as well as an M.B.A. from Wright State University. As vice president for
operations, he prepares and administers the University’s operating and capital
budgets, supervises the overall operation of campus safety and the physical
plant, and oversees new construction and renovation projects.
“I love comparing the ‘before’ and ‘after’ of the many projects we take
on,” Rod said, “and I’m grateful the University is committed to maintaining
its facilities in an excellent manner. It’s clear to me that God led me here,
and I pray that I will accomplish His purpose while I’m here.”
At Cedarville since 1992, Phil received a B.A. in business administration
from Cedarville and an M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix. In his new
role as vice president for finance, he serves as chief fiscal officer by managing
financial assets, ensuring auditing and regulatory compliance, improving and
maintaining accounting systems, and delivering business services to faculty,
staff, students, and outside constituents.
Phil chooses to invest his time at Cedarville because of the influence the
University has had on his life. “I believe in the mission of Cedarville,” he said.
“My education developed me professionally and spiritually, challenging me
to know what I believed about God and the Bible and why I believed it.”
University President Dr. Bill Brown is excited about the influence Rod
and Phil will continue to make at Cedarville. “Both of these men will do an
outstanding job in their new roles,” he said. “Rod’s standard of excellence is
clearly visible around campus, and Phil’s ability to look past the numbers to
the greater issues behind them is a tremendous asset for Cedarville.”

Chris Hennig ’04 is currently hiking the
Appalachian Trail, a 2,200-mile footpath
from Georgia to Maine, to encourage people
to join World Vision’s child sponsorship
program, which provides for the physical
and spiritual needs of children around
the world.

If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.

Ryan ’04 and Kristie (Uminn) Husband ’03
announce the birth of Owen Jett on July 8,
2008. They reside in Cincinnati, Ohio, with
Owen and their daughter, Raegan (2).
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Jennifer Evens ’05 and Daniel Lucius were
married on September 13, 2008. Jennifer
received her Master of Education degree
in human resource and organizational
development from the University of Georgia
in August 2008. Daniel owns his own
landscaping company, and Jennifer is an
executive assistant. They reside in Stone
Mountain, Georgia.

Tim Storer ’06 and Katherine Hinkley were
married on December 6, 2008.
John “Bill” Bauman ’53, of North Ft. Myers,
Florida, went home to be with the Lord
on February 13, 2009. Before attending
Cedarville, he served in the U.S. Army during
WWII, spent six months in active combat
in Luzon, and received two bronze stars.
With degrees in education from Cedarville
and the University of Houston, he influenced
his students as a coach, educator, mentor,
and father figure. He is survived by his wife
of 57 years, Jessie; two daughters; and
four grandchildren.
Evan Lee ’07 and Erica Paugh ’06 were
married on July 12, 2008. Evan works for
Coca-Cola Bottling in Dayton, and Erica is a
kindergarten teacher at Emmanuel Christian
Academy. They live in Cedarville, Ohio.

In Memory
Nathan Hay ’05 and his wife, Rachel,
announce the birth of Ethan Paul in January
2009. Nathan is the network engineer at
Cedarville, and Rachel is a full-time mom.

Phillip Prater ’06 and his wife, Andrea,
announce the birth of Titus Anthony on
March 3, 2009. Phillip and Andrea were
married on May 12, 2007, and the family
resides in Bryan, Ohio.
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We extend our condolences to the families
and friends of these dear loved ones.

Florence O. Bowers ’47 passed away on
April 5, 2009, in Xenia, Ohio. Before her
retirement, she worked in the purchasing
department of the Ohio Veterans’ Children’s
Home in Xenia for 35 years. She was an active
member of Memorial United Presbyterian
Church in Xenia and enjoyed the many
activities and trips offered by the Golden
Age Senior Center. She is survived by many
cousins, who thought of her as a sister.

Raymond Bartholomew ’57, of Cedarville,
Ohio, began his journey to his reserved,
priceless inheritance in heaven on April 26,
2009. He invested his life teaching language
and literature to students at Christian colleges,
including Cedarville, for 49 years. After he
served the purpose of God in his generation,
he departed to be with his Lord and Savior.
He is survived by his wife, Rosemary; brother,
Col. Richard Bartholomew; four children,
Dean, Doug, Krisanne Zerges ’88, and
Valerie; daughters-in-law Joyce and Susan;
son-in-law Carl; and grandchildren Ian,
Jasmine, and Brent.

alumnotes

Marshall Watson ’59 went home to be with
the Lord on April 4, 2009, in Indianapolis,
Indiana. After serving in the U.S. Air Force for
four years, he attended college and soon
became pastor of Blessed Hope Baptist
Church, where he served for almost 35 years.
In addition to working for the Chrysler
Corporation and the Fort Benjamin Harris
Finance Center, Marshall co-founded and
served as interim president of Crossroads
Bible College in Indianapolis. To honor him
as the first African-American to graduate
from Cedarville, the University recently
established the Watson Scholarship to assist
minority students. Marshall is survived by
his wife of 55 years, Minnie; four sons,
Donald, David, Dennis, and Daniel; eight
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

Charles Ellington, of Southport, North
Carolina, passed away on June 2, 2009. He
received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in church music and conducting from
Westminster Choir College. He then attended
Southern Seminary and later earned a
doctorate from Florida State University. With
33 years of teaching experience, he held
university positions at several institutions and
retired from Cedarville in 1993 as professor
emeritus. During his life, he mentored
students and enjoyed performing and
conducting. Passionate about church music
ministry, he directed music in churches for
50 years. He is survived by his wife, JoMae;
three children David ’79, Geoffrey ’81, and
Jodi Olsen ’83; and seven grandchildren.

Scott Husband ’98 went home to be with the
Lord on April 1, 2009, after a short battle with
cancer. He graduated from Cedarville with a
degree in management and then worked as
a database developer for Schear Financial.
He was an active member of his church and
a devoted husband and father. He leaves
behind his wife, Laura (O’Bern) ’97, and
three children, Grayson (6), Camden (2),
and Noel (1). Laura is asking those who
knew Scott to e-mail memories of him to
laurahusband196@alumni.cedarville.edu.

Send your updates by visiting www.cedarville.edu/alumni
or by e-mailing alumni@cedarville.edu. You can also send
them to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH
45314. For guidelines, visit www.cedarville.edu/inspire.

Larry Sharpless ’66 passed away on April 4,
2009. After serving in the Navy, he graduated
from Cedarville and went on to receive a
master’s degree from Wheaton College and a
doctorate from Trinity Seminary. He served as
a Presbyterian minister for 27 years. He is
survived by his wife, Joyce; children Mark,
Faith, and Hope; and four grandchildren.
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More Than One Race to Run

In April, Sergio Reyes ’03 placed 17th out of 25,000 runners in the Boston Marathon. Two weeks later, he made a last-minute
decision to compete in Cincinnati’s Flying Pig Marathon and ran with more than 20,000 other runners — including several Cedarville
alums. He won the race with a time of 2:20:37, just 12 seconds shy of the 2006 event
record and almost eight minutes ahead of this year’s second-place runner.
This victory was just one step in realizing God’s master plan for him. “God
didn’t want me to be a premier distance runner with a full-time contract right out
of college,” Sergio said. “He wanted me to be able to handle work, running, and
my spiritual growth so I could glorify Him in multiple ways.”
Sergio learned the values of discipline and balance while studying electrical
engineering at Cedarville. Not only has he developed discipline in his career and
spiritual walk, but he has also learned to balance these priorities with his passion to serve God through the advancement of his sport.
“At the heart of it all is the opportunity to openly proclaim that it’s by God’s grace I can do any of this and that I do all of it for His
glory,” he said. “It’s extremely important that I’m not given the praise for something I’m ultimately not responsible for.”
Sergio works as a civilian flight test engineer for the Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards Air Force Base in Mojave,
California. He continues to train for his long-term goal: to place high enough at the Olympic trials to make the U.S. team.
You may contact Sergio at sergdreyes@hotmail.com.

“At the heart of it all is the
opportunity to openly
proclaim that it’s by God’s
grace I can do any of this.”

If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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Cedarville Celebrates Commencement 2009

The University celebrated its 113th Commencement and conferred
degrees on more than 650 graduates on May 2. Dr. Mark L. Bailey,
president of Dallas Theological Seminary, delivered the commencement
address. He reminded the graduates that they live in a conflicted culture
and exhorted them by saying, “Expect to take hits from your culture
because of your convictions.” He also challenged the class to “be
mindful of God’s kindness” as they progress through life.
Dr. Bailey assumed the presidency of Dallas Theological Seminary
after many years of service as both a professor and the vice president
for academic affairs. He is also a prolific author and teacher, at times
serving as pastor of a local church.
During this year’s commencement, two graduates were honored
with the University’s most prestigious student award, the President’s
Trophy, which recognizes leadership, ministry, community and campus
involvement, athletic performance, and academic achievement. The
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2009 recipients were Sterling Meyers, a communication studies major
from Pittsboro, Indiana, and Mark Miller, a philosophy and preseminary
Bible major from Chesterland, Ohio.
The Faculty Scholarship Award was presented to five students
who maintained 4.0 grade point averages throughout their college
careers. The recipients were Courtney Edmonds, a history major from
Highlands Ranch, Colorado; Mark Miller, a philosophy and preseminary
Bible major from Chesterland, Ohio; Ryan Samuelsen, a mechanical
engineering major from Glendale, California; Ashleigh Stewart, an
integrated language arts education major from Johnstown, Ohio; and
Caleb Svendsen, an electronic media major from Cameron, Wisconsin.
The class of 2009 donated $6,000 to establish the Light of the
World Scholarship. The gift will help to meet the financial needs of
a rising senior student who is known for exceptional spiritual maturity
and ministry involvement.

alumni album
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Explore. Dream. Discover.
Opportunities await students at The Cove.
A love of learning motivates everything we do at The Cove, Cedarville’s academic
enrichment center. And it’s what we hope to instill in every Cedarville student. Not
surprisingly, those of us who work at The Cove love learning almost as much as we love
helping others learn. Essentially, our goal is to develop an environment where students
are excited to gain knowledge — and we’re not just talking about academics. We want
them to find out about themselves, their calling, and their faith.
Many students who come to The Cove have begun seeing glimpses of themselves
through the mirrors of a professor, a friend, or even a test result. And they may not
like what they see. Whether it’s weak study skills, misplaced priorities, or poor time
management, they’re looking for ways to improve.
All of this leads them to visit The Cove. Here, all Cedarville students — not just
those in academic trouble — can retreat from the stress of college life and be refreshed
with renewed focus and energy. They leave The Cove ready to take on new challenges
and reach their full potential.

Identify the Strategies

Many of the students who walk through our door are first and foremost concerned
about their academic development. Through peer tutoring and one-on-one interaction
with our staff, we teach them ways to improve their coursework. Since we don’t believe
in a one-size-fits-all approach, we work with them individually to help them discover
their unique learning styles and foster study skills.
As we develop relationships with the students, we guide them toward identifying
their strengths and weaknesses. They can then choose the strategies appropriate for
their needs and academic focus. As students master difficult concepts, they begin
applying them to their lives. This begins a lifelong pursuit of knowledge — and an
increased understanding of its intrinsic value.

Find a Calling

We also want to enable students to answer God’s call on their lives. According
to national studies, 70 percent of graduates change their majors at least once during
college. Since Cedarville falls well within that statistic, we guide students to thoroughly
explore their passions and dreams as they make decisions about their studies. It is not
at all unusual to peek into an office and see a staff member and a student with the
Bible and a course catalog, using both of these tools to navigate the possibilities.
Not only do we engage students in discussions about their majors, but we also
encourage them to capitalize on their classes and experiences. By prompting them to
create goals for themselves, we motivate them to persevere. It’s our privilege to guide
students as they embark on this exciting process.

Navigating the Possibilities
by Barb (Lepine) Jenista ’70 and Becky (Selden) Kuhn ’78
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Last August, The Cove moved into its new home in the
Center for Biblical and Theological Studies. Being centrally
located on campus in a heavily trafficked building has given
The Cove a strong presence among students and faculty.
Its inviting décor, enhanced with a seashore theme and
an inspiring entrance, makes each visitor feel at ease. The
physical space includes a tutoring center, testing rooms,
a conference room, and offices for student consultations.

Grow in Faith

Above all that we seek to instill in our students, our prayer is that
they will come to know who God is, who He created them to be, and
how they fit into the larger context of relationships, community, and life.
With this in mind, we mentor, tutor, and encourage students to become
an integral part of the body of Christ. Though this process is ongoing,
it is deeply fulfilling to watch them progress.
Over the last five years, The Cove has experienced tremendous
growth. Beginning with only a handful of students, we now influence
thousands through tutoring, one-on-one consultations, study skill
workshops, faculty referrals, appointments with learning specialists,
disability services, and exam proctoring. Our goal is for students to
explore ideas, discover knowledge, and dream of success. i

Barb (Lepine) Jenista ’70 has worked as a teacher or administrator for more than 25 years
in five countries, with eight years of service as an adjunct instructor at Cedarville. She and
her husband, Dr. Frank Jenista ’68, professor of international studies, have two children,
Meg ’01 and Todd ’05. You may contact Barb at jenistab@cedarville.edu.
Becky (Selden) Kuhn ’78 has served as an adjunct instructor at Cedarville for 23 years. She
earned a master’s degree in higher education from Appalachian State University in 2008.
She has four children, Kristin Koning ’00, Perry ’04, Loren ’07, and Kevin ’09. You may
contact Becky at kuhnr@cedarville.edu.

How Does The Cove Influence Students?

• More than 100 students are employed through The Cove.
2003–04, 12 students were tutored. That number rose
•	Into 559
in 2008–09.
• Seven percent of the student body benefits from disability services.
designed to help freshmen adjust to college life started
•	Awithprogram
just 10 students. It now reaches the entire class — more than
700 freshmen!

their new technology, The Cove proctored more than
•	Using
1,000 exams last year.
The Cove staff scheduled 2,000 student consultations
•	In—2008–09,
up from only 200 during the first year.
Cove plans several events during the year to promote
•	The
academic excellence. Last year 2,200 students attended!
To learn more about The Cove, visit www.cedarville.edu/thecove.

No Signs of Stopping
Want to know when Dr. James McGoldrick plans to retire? Well, never, actually. In fact, the former
Cedarville history professor says the day you walk through a cemetery and see his name on a tombstone is
when you’ll know he’s hung up his hat … or chalk, as the case may be. Until then, he will continue the work
he loves — mainly researching, writing, and teaching. Currently, he serves as professor of church history at
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Taylors, South Carolina.
With his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Temple University and a Ph.D. from West Virginia University,
Dr. McGoldrick came to Cedarville in 1973 to teach history. He spent 28 years here, building relationships and
creating fond memories. “The time I spent at Cedarville was the most productive of my life,” he said. “But it’s
my old friends — the faculty and community — that I really miss.”
When he turned 65 and became eligible for retirement, he knew it wasn’t
time to quit. Still, he decided to head south, mainly to benefit the health of his
wife, Elizabeth. Along with his teaching, Dr. McGoldrick enjoys researching
and writing about history. His work includes five books, numerous articles, and
contributions to various publications.
“I’ll keep doing what I’m doing as long as my health permits and I
have opportunities,” said Dr. McGoldrick. “I’m thankful for what I’ve been
able to do.”

Where
Are They
Now?

You may contact Dr. McGoldrick at jemcgoldrick@netzero.net.
CEDARVILLE UNIVERSIT Y
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Rejecting American Idols
by Dr. William E. Brown

Dr. Brown’s Top Picks
■

Book

The Speed of Trust: The One Thing That
Changes Everything by Stephen M.R. Covey
One of the best sources on leadership in years,
this book shows that effective leadership is the
proper balance of character and competence.

■

Website

www.allmusic.com
To learn more about a music group or artist,
visit this site, an amazingly up-to-date resource
that provides an education in music genre,
biography, and history.

■

Podcast

The Classic Tales by B.J. Harrison
One of the top iTunes podcasts, Harrison
records (“performs”) a new classic tale every
week. Downloads are free, and more than 100
episodes are available, including stories by
P.G. Wodehouse, G.K. Chesterton, Charles
Dickens, and Mark Twain.

■

Movie

Captains Courageous
In this 1937 film, a spoiled brat falls overboard
a luxury liner and spends several months with
his rescuers on a fishing boat. They teach him
about fishing and sailing as well as discipline,
family, and sacrifice. Don’t miss Spencer
Tracy’s Oscar-winning performance!
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The beginning of every school year energizes me as I reflect on the great privilege we have
at Cedarville to provide an education marked by excellence and grounded in biblical truth. I was
thinking about this the other day when I heard about a woman from India who had visited the
United States and did not like it. “There is too much idolatry in America,” she complained.
“Idolatry in America?” I thought. She lives in India where idolatry is evident every hundred
yards. But then, maybe that is what allows her to recognize our culture’s celebrity-technotherapeutic idolatry.
Seeing ourselves through the eyes of others is sometimes disturbing — but usually
enlightening. That is why one of the goals of a Christian education is for students to develop
the skills and knowledge to stand outside their own culture. This is what a quality education
from a biblical perspective can provide.
Overcoming our American idolatry is not easy. The type of idolatry that permeates our
lives is the kind that comes from self-focused philosophies. Here are some examples from
youth culture:
“I want it when I want it.”
Making everything accessible instantaneously is a driving force in today’s consumer
culture. Our youth have grown up in a world where communication, information,
entertainment, and even food are available at their beck and call.
“I have 512 friends.”
Life is lived by developing an individual facade that is viewed on Facebook, MySpace,
or Internet blogs. Many youth rarely enjoy anything by itself but constantly consider
how to frame their experiences to project a certain persona for the approval of their
many online “friends.”
“I choose whatever I want.”
Choice is the most important value in American culture. Young people have rarely been
denied innumerable choices of television channels, clothing, schooling, or even ketchup.
“I want to follow Jesus … but not too closely. It’s all about me anyway.”
This generation is among the most spiritual in history, yet it measures spirituality by
personal benefits and empowerment. As a teenager, actor Brad Pitt had been involved
in a church youth group but then went through a period of questioning that led him to
leave the church. In 2007, he told PARADE magazine, “When I got untethered from the
comfort of religion, it wasn’t a loss of faith for me; it was a discovery of self. I had faith
that I’m capable enough to handle any situation.”
A Christ-centered education provides students with an attitude of the heart and an
altitude of perspective that free them from these cultural idols. C.S. Lewis noted that the
good student “has lived in many times and is therefore in some degree immune from the great
cataract of nonsense that pours from the press and the microphone of his own age.” Add to
this understanding a vigorous biblical education, and students can see past the failures of the
culture and prepare to engage it with the heart and mind of Christ.

“

”

Improving health while offering life-giving hope to patients.
Discover a University that prepares you to offer
patients help and hope with a heart that
reflects the power of the ultimate Healer.
The Cedarville University School of
Pharmacy provides both the handson experience and Christ-centered
perspective you’ll need to succeed
in this in-demand field.

www.SoCedarville.com

Cedarville, Ohio | 1-800-CEDARVILLE | www.cedarville.edu

CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

With the expanding roles of pharmacists, an aging population, and the rising use of medication, the shortage of pharmacists
is projected to reach 150,000 by the year 2010. The new school of pharmacy at Cedarville University will equip you to pursue a
great career with a competitive salary and bring your biblical, moral convictions to the complicated issues of pharmacy.
Pending program accreditation from the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as well as approval by the Ohio
Board of Regents and the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, students will
graduate from the seven-year program with a Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree.
Learn more: www.cedarville.edu/pharmacy
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